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Register Meeting in Beechworth, Victoria 


Quidvis recte factum quamvis humile preclarvm. 


Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. Royce, 1924 


We never forget a face 


In 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce started a company that changed the face of motoring. 
In 1919, a gentleman called Walter Owen Bentley did the same. 


Since 1946, generations of craftsmen and women at Crewe, England, have been proud to 
create the cars that bear the names of these two famous marques. 


Whatever the future holds, we promise you one thing on their behalf. Crewe Genuine Parts 
will continue to be made to the same standards and specifications as the original Rolls-Royce 
components.We have unmatched knowledge and experience of all cars ever built at Crewe. 


Times may change. Old models may be succeeded by new ones. But Crewe never forgets. 


To maintain the integrity of your Rolls-Royce, use Crewe Genuine Parts. 
Contact Bentley Sydney, your Authorised Crewe Genuine Dealership for 
further details. 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 
www.bentleysydney.com 


19 - 27 Regatta Road 

Five Dock, Sydney NSW 2046 
Australia 

Phone: 9744 511 | Moai 


GENUINE PARTS 


W. O. Bentley 


left The Hon. Charles Rolls, Henry Royce and 
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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


Anniversaries in 2005 


As this memorable centenary year in 
the history of Rolls-Royce draws to a 
close, it is time to look forward to new 
anniversaries. 2005 will be the golden 
jubilee year for the Rolls-Royce Silver 
Cloud and Bentley S Series (1955) and 
this should be cause for celebration 
indeed. Celebrations will also be in 
order with 80 years for the Phantom IJ 
(1925), 40 years for the Silver Shadow 
and Bentley T Series (1965), 30 years 
for the Camargue (1975) and 10 years 


for the Azure (1995). So there are many 
more memorable moments to create and 


share in 2005. 


Chairman of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 


Resigns 


Karl-Heinz Kalbfell, Chairman and 
Chief Executive of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars, tendered his resignation, to take 
over new responsibilites outside the 
BMW Group, it was announced on 

18 October 2004. His role as head of 
the Project Rolls-Royce team, which 
developed the Phantom, is covered in 
Malcolm Tucker’s splendid book The 
Goodwood Phantom - Dawn of a New 
Era, which is reviewed in this edition. 


New Rolls-Royce Convertible 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars confirmed 
on 10 November 2004 that a new 
model is to be built at the company’s 
manufacturing plant at Goodwood. 
The new car, a two-door, four seat 
convertible, is expected to be unveiled 
in 2007. 


Centenary Year memories for Jeanne Eve and John Matheson, Dans cette propriété 
at the wheel of 1924 Silver Ghost, 64EU, a Smith & a5, a Gatis 
Waddington tourer, will include their visit to the location of Sir Henry Royce 
Henry Royce's winter home, ‘Villa Mimosa’, Avenue de la , Mécanicien 
Corniche, in the south of France. These photographs from 
Jeanne Eve were taken during the 20-Ghost 2004 Centenary Tour from England to 
Monte Carlo. Other Australian participants on the tour were Liz and John Milverton in 
1914 Silver Ghost, 6TB, and Eva and Dieter Bonitz in 1939 Wraith, WMB56. 


Codenamed RRO2, the new 
model will be based on the same 
engineering principles as the Phantom 
and built using similar aluminium space- 
frame chassis technology. Its design is 
inspired by the Rolls-Royce Centenary 
experimental car, named 100EX, which 
was unveiled at the Geneva motor show 
in March 2004 — although it will be 
slightly smaller. Power will come from 
a 6.75 litre, V12 engine, which the new 
model will share with the Rolls-Royce 
Phantom. 


Speaking at Rolls-Royce 
Head Office at Goodwood, sales and 
marketing director, Howard Mosher, 
said, “This is a wonderful day for Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars and another milestone 
in the brand’s history. The success of the 
Phantom has given us a solid foundation 
for the future from which we can now 
take this next important step. Convertible 
motor cars have always played a central 
part in the 100 year history of Rolls- 
Royce and I am delighted that we can 
take this tradition forward with a cutting 
edge, 215! century design.” 


The Bentley Sydney display at the Motor Show in Sydney in 
October 2004, included 2005 Bentley Arnage R, BC510223, in 
Fountain Blue over Meteor in the foreground, and 2005 Bentley 
Arnage T, BF 510334 in Silver Tempest behind. Photographs: left, 
courtesy of Bentley Sydney and right, by the Editor. 
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Congratulations to The Flying Lady 


In November, at the International 
Automotive Media Conference, the 
IAMA awards were handed out and the 
periodical of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club (USA), The Flying Lady, won 
Silver in the “History, General” and 
Silver in the “Best Magazine over 16 
pages” categories. This wonderful 
achievement brings the total to 4 

IAMC awards in three years. Warm 
congratulations from Praeclarum to 

the Editor in Chief, Sabu Advani, and 
the entire team of The Flying Lady. 
New to the role of editor, I have been 
impressed and appreciative of the close 
working relationships that exist between 
Praeclarum, The Flying Lady and the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club’s Bulletin. 


In another exciting development, the 
RROC (USA) has linked The Flying 
Lady to the web. The issue FL04-6 can 
be accessed by visiting the following 
site http://www. irinfo.com/images/ 
04NovDec.pdf 

Take a look at this award winning 
publication. 


David Neely 


These cars displayed at the 2004 Victoria 
Branch Concours d'Elegance (see results 
this issue) will be celebrating their 30th 
and 40th model year anniversaries in 
2005. Right: John Moulds 1968 

Bentley T. SBH3586 in front of 
Moorabbin Control Tower. Far right: 
Mark Herbstreit’s 1979 Camargue, 
JRH50085. Below right: Neil and Louise 
Matthews’ 1980 Camargue, JRH50643. 
Below left: Robert Whitehead’s 1973 
Silver Shadow, SRH16025 - Robert 
Whitehead kindly wrote the article in 

this issue on the Register (Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn and Bentley Mk VI/R-type) 
meeting in Beechworth. Photographs 
from Russell J § Rolls, Adam Griffiths 
and Tim Dean. 
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Events Calendar 


Overseas 
2005 RREC Rally. Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton RREC +44-1327-811788 


2005 RROC Annual Meet, Greenwich, Connecticut RROC, Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Federal 
Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 


Robyn Henderson 02-9542-840] 


2005 Federal Rally, Canberra 
2005 Overlander to Federal Rally 


Australian Capital Territory Branch 


New South Wales Branch 

David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
David MarshalJ-Martin 02-9567-3986 
David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


General Meeting 
General Meeting 
2005 NRMA Motorfest 
New Members’ Dinner 


Queensland Branch 


South Australian Branch 
Beat the Heat - Muggletons, Handorf Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Technical and Judging Day Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Victoria Branch 
January Picnic Meeting Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 
RACV Great Australian Rally Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 
General Meeting - Ladies Night Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 
Western Australia Branch 


Mick Rust 08-9379-0801 


Beat the Heat - Breakfast Run to Yanchep 
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From the Federal President 


ne of the many pleasures of being 

Federal President is that I receive 
and read all the very well produced 
Branch newsletters. The information 
and varied activities contained in the 
newsletters and offered to our members 
are outstanding. It is especially pleasing 
to see an increase in the number of 
ladies’ luncheons being arranged. There 
has been talk of a ladies’ technical day 
and this could include a driving day. It is 
important that all members and partners 
are able to drive any vehicle home to 
the motor house should the owner/driver 
become temporarily incapacitated. 

Training days for judges 

are frequently arranged in Branch 
newsletters, and this is another aspect 
of Club life that is to be encouraged. 
The role of the judges is vital in Branch 
concours and Federal concours. I would 
like to see a Federal Register of Judges 
come to fruition. This would contain a 
list of qualified judges who have been 
through the official training program 
for judges. At concours, aspiring judges 
could accompany those trained and listed 
in the register. 


Registers 


The Registers continue to play an active 
part in the life of the Club. In August 
the Silver Spirit, Mulsanne, and Related 
Types (SMART) Register held a very 
successful weekend in Wagga Wagga. 
Then in October the Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI & R- 

type Register held a social weekend in 
Beechworth, which again was another 
winner. The NSW Branch, at the end 

of October, organised an informal Bush 


Bash in Tamworth, with both social, 
technical and judging activities. I jomed 
this weekend, which was attended 

by members from NSW, ACT, and 
Queensland and two members from 
New Zealand. In November in Sydney 
the Silver Ghost Register arranged a 
Christmas Ghost lunch with the presence 
of Silver Ghosts almost mandatory. A 

lot of hard work goes into arranging 
these technical and social weekends and 
functions, and it is pleasing to see they 
are well supported by large numbers of 
members. I would like to record here 
my thanks to the Registrars and all the 
organisers of these important social and 
technical weekends and also congratulate 
all the Branch Editors. 


Motor Show 


The Sydney Motor Show in October 
was the best I have attended. The array 
of cars was spectacular. The stars of the 
show were of course the cars on the two 
stands of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
dealers. Leading the Rolls-Royce display 
was the Centenary Experimental Car 
100EX together with a new Rolls-Royce 
Phantom. Model 100EX was then 

made available after the show closed 

for private viewing by Club members, 
before leaving for Melbourne. The 
Bentley display was stunning with the 
new fast selling, fast looking Bentley 
Continental GT 2 Door Coupe and two 
Arnage on display. One of these vehicles 
was especially built for this Sydney 
Motor Show, and on the door sill was 

a nicely engraved plaque with ‘Sydney 
Show Car 2004’. This gives the vehicle 
a firm provenance for future years, and 


The Rolls-Royce 100EX Centenary Experimental Car and a Rolls-Royce Phantom were 
displayed at the Australian International Motor Show in Sydney, October 2004. Photographs 
by the Editor. 


one day the vehicle will join the ranks of 
cars in advertisements similar to ‘Paris 
Show Car’ or ‘Earls Court Show Car’. 


Display Cabinet Required 


My telephone, fax and e-mail have 
remained silent following my request for 
a donation, and a possible tax deduction, 
of a suitable quality cabinet in which to 
display the Club’s magnificent federal 
perpetual trophies. These are to remain 
on permanent display at ‘The Archive’ 
at the Sir Henry Royce Foundation in 
Melbourne after presentation at our 
annual dinner to the Concours winners. 
Are any of our members downsizing? Or 
heaven forbid, we may have to purchase 
a glass fronted lockable cabinet. 


2005 Federal Rally in Canberra 


We should now plan and look forward 
to attending the next Federal Rally in 
Canberra starting on Wednesday, 30 
March 2005, organised by the ACT 
Branch with the optional experience of 
an overlander beforehand. The Federal 
Rally has been extended to allow time 
for more technical activities and register 
functions together with register dinners. 
I urge all Club members to enjoy and 
support the Club organised technical 
and register seminars and the register 
dinners during the extended rally. A 
special effort has been made by the ACT 
Branch to organise a range of technical 
sessions that is without precedence for 
their number and variety, and they have 
not forgotten the ladies while all that 

is going on! I look forward to seeing 

all our members again in our lovely 
capital city Canberra, and know that the 
friendly camaraderie of the members will 
continue. 


Seasons Greetings 


Christmas and the New Year are now 
upon us and I would like to wish all our 
members and friends a safe and joyful 
holiday season, followed 
by a happy and healthy 
& 2005 with plenty of 
fantastic Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motoring. 


Yours in motoring 
Bryan Inder 
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By David Berthon (NSW) © 2004 


Tver since I first drove a 4'%4-litre 
Bentley tourer at the age of 17 
I’ve been captivated by these impos- 
ing British cars. Big and brutish these 
impressive machines have a special 
quality about them that stands them 
apart. Of course the same can be said 
for Rolls-Royce, Hispano-Suiza, Isotta- 
Fraschini, in fact, for a number of 
other car makers of the vintage period 
— each has their own special quality. 
But what stands Bentley apart is brute 
power. The company today suggests 
that more than any other trait, power is 
the defining characteristic of Bentley. 

From 1920 Bentleys have 
featured large capacity engines, pro- 
ducing high levels of torque at low 
rpm, offering effortless performance, 
overtaking and endurance. And with 
this fabulous British car marque now 
in the hands of the Volkswagen Group 
it is important that the Germans have 
recognised the very core values of the 
company, determined by its founder 
back in 1919. 

Born in 1888, Walter Owen 
Bentley’s first real love was the rail- 
way and like Henry Royce, he served 
his apprenticeship with the Great 
Northern Railway. Here for a time he 
worked as a fireman on the footplate 
of the great Atlantic high-wheeled and 
very powerful express trains. Many 
years later he would write in his auto- 


biography - “I was fascinated by the 
feeling of power as we pulled out of 
King’s Cross, up the steep gradients 
and tunnels of North London, up the 
steady grind for another eleven miles 
to Potters Bar and by the sudden ir- 
resistible surge of acceleration when 
the track leveled off and fell away. 
There is nothing I know to compare 
with the sensation of rushing through 
the night.” 

I knew exactly what he meant 
as I let the clutch out on the Speed Six 
—the immense power and torque was 
nothing like I’d experienced before in 
a vintage car. This was an enthusiast’s 
dream — the day I became a Bentley 
Boy — well, not quite but the chance 
to drive two of Bentley’s masterpieces 
some 75 years apart. A 1929 Speed Six 
Vanden Plas tourer and the very lat- 
est 2004 Continental GT coupe — two 
exceptional upper luxury grand tourers 
- a supercar of a bygone era and a su- 
percar of the modern era. 

Without doubt the Speed Six 
was W O Bentley’s finest design - he 


was quoted in the Morning Post “the 
ideal we have kept before us in the 
design of this car is not to sacrifice 
one atom of silence and flexibility to 
speed.” Announced at the Olympia 
Motor Show in 1928, the Speed Six 
featured an extensively modified and 
improved 6¥-litre engine — with higher 
compression ratio, twin SU carbure- 
tors in lieu of a single Smiths and 
with a modified camshaft it gained a 
28 per cent net lift in power. It was 
distinguished visually by having paral- 
lel radiator sides in lieu of the tapered 
sides on the standard 6'2. Racing vari- 
ants with even higher compression 
gained over 40 per cent more power. 
However, such was the nature of W 

O Bentley’s design that even in their 
highest level of tune they were still 
quite under stressed and therefore very 
reliable in events like the Le Mans 24 
hour race. 

Despite gaining enormous pub- 
licity for the company just 182 Speed 
Sixes were built over a two-year period. 
And of course this exciting model, with 


The Bentleys crossing the Hawkesbury River at Wisemans Ferry 


gare he 
Peery , 5 


1929 Bentley 
_ Speed Six, TW2703, 
+Replica Vanden Plas Tourer 


stunning victories at the 1929 and 1930 
Le Mans 24 hour further confirmed 
Bentley’s dominance in long distance en- 
durance racing. In all, Bentley achieved 
five outright victories at Le Mans dur- 
ing the 1920’s — with 1929 their most 
convincing win, taking the first four 
places. In fact, such was the success at 
Le Mans and indeed Brooklands that 

it became the ultimate supercar of the 
rich. And of course that band of wealthy 
racers tagged the “Bentley Boys” gave 
it a real cult following. The likes of 
diamond heir and Bentley Motors Chair- 
man Woolf Barnato, ex-fighter pilot 
Tim Birkin, Harley Street consultant, 

Dr J D Benjafield, ex-jockey, George 
Duller, adventurer Glen Kidston, banker 
Baron d’Erlanger, Autocar editor, S C 
H ‘Sammy’ Davis and pearls heir Ber- 
nard Rubin, to name a few, drove hard 
and played hard — very much part of the 
privileged set. 
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Not widely known is that Ber- 
nard Rubin, who shared the winning 4/2 
litre at Le Mans with Woolf Barnato in 
1928, was an Australian. The two were 
neighbours and hunting pals and both 
were extremely wealthy, came from Jew- 
ish families and had remarkably similar 
backgrounds. At 22 years of age Rubin 
had inherited his father’s vast pastoral 
holdings in the Northern Territory and 
Queensland, accumulated on the back 
of a fortune made in the late 1800’s in 
Broome during the heady days of the 
pearling industry. But life wasn’t always 
so easy. Born in Melbourne in 1896, the 
eldest of two sons to Mark and Rebecca, 
Bernard had spent his formative years 
in the isolated township on the edge of 
the Kimberley in North West Australia, 
raised with the children of Japanese and 
Chinese pearl divers. 

In 1908, when he was 11 the 
Rubin family moved to London where 
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Bernard completed his education at the 
University College School in Hamp- 
stead. In February 1916 he enlisted with 
the Royal Garrison Artillery and was 
commissioned in the following June. 
Badly wounded soon after in France it 
would be three years before he could 
walk again. Mark Rubin died in late 
1919 leaving young Bernard very well 
off — W O Bentley would later describe 
him as “immensely rich”. Although the 
young Rubin would spend considerable 
time overlooking his pastoral interests in 
Australia he returned quite often to Brit- 
ain where he met W O Bentley’s brother, 
Horace, and was introduced to Woolf 
Barnato. As it turned out Rubin and 
Barnato shared adjoining townhouses in 
Grosvenor Square and the Mayfair ad- 
dresses became regular party venues for 
the “Bentley Boys” along with Barnato’s 
large country home, ‘Ardenrun’ in Sus- 
sex. 

Rubin’s first recorded outing in 
a Bentley was in the Essex Car Club’s 
6 hour Race at Brooklands on 12 May 
1928, driving his own “Le Mans Speci- 
fication” 4’/-litre. With Dr Benjafield as 
his co-driver, Rubin would come second 
outright behind Tim Birkin with Barnato 
and factory driver Clement coming in 
third. A month later Rubin was in the 
Bentley Team at Le Mans, this time 
paired with Barnato behind the wheel of 
the very first 4’4. Despite their lack of 
experience in long distance road racing 
the duo would take a stunning victory in 
a drama filled race that saw their chassis 
fracture in the closing stages. Certainly, 
we would have to wait more than 50 
years before another Australian, Vern 
Schuppan in a Porsche, would savour the 
chequered flag at Le Mans. 

Whilst the 4% is an impressive 
and gutsy performer the Speed Six adds 
a degree of sophistication and polish and 
as I charged up the hill on the F3 Free- 
way from the Hawkesbury River Bridge 
heading north out of Sydney I reflected 
on just how exciting these potent vintage 
machines must have felt like in 1929. 
Certainly few cars of the era could come 
close to the Speed Six for sheer exhilara- 
tion. Heavy yes, but just so powerful. 

Seventy five years on and 
the Continental GT coupe captures the 
bloodline of the Speed Six perfectly 
— enthusiasts suggest that the DNA of 
a Bentley is instantly recognisable but 
perhaps difficult to define — a mixture of 
tradition, classic features, legends and a 
very British sense of self-assured under- 
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statement. They will also tell you that the 
two models that are the purest examples 
of the Bentley bloodline are the Speed 
Six and the 1952 R-type Continental. 
With the design centre for Bentley today 
located at the old factory at Crewe, its 
home since 1946, few could argue that 
the Germans have not tried to maintain 
the very essence of Bentley DNA. 

And importantly, as the first 
all-new Bentley design to be launched 
in 70 years, the Germans have invested 
over $1 billion at Crewe to ensure that 
the very latest technologies have been 
employed whilst maintaining all of the 
longstanding Bentley traditions and hand 
craftsmanship. The Continental GT is 
also the first Bentley designed in the 
virtual world. For the purists, there are 
those that suggest it has Audi underpin- 
nings and of course they are right, but 
such is the nature of the automotive 
business today that such integration and 
economies of scale are necessary in the 
interests of survival. And without the 
massive investment needed from the 
likes of the German group, Bentley as a 
marque would not have been able to go 
forward in a highly competitive automo- 
tive world where integration and joint 
ventures have become very much the 
norm. 

Importantly, the Continental 
GT has the potential to build the brand 
with a new generation of owners and 
to secure its future. To my mind Dirk 
Van Braekel and his design team of 35 
people at Crewe have really captured 
the very essence of Bentley with this 
exciting coupe. The R-type Continental 
of 1952 was the fastest four-seat coupe 
in the world — fifty years on, history 
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has repeated itself. The Continental GT 
takes the same sculptured lines of the 
Continental R into the 218t Century — the 
pronounced hip line over the rear wheel 
so beautifully mimics the R-type’s grace- 
ful appearance in a modern and aerody- 
namic way. And its bold frontal appear- 
ance with traditional mesh grille not only 
reflects the brutish nature of the marque 
established early on by its pronounced 
radiator design, but also hides what is 
perhaps the most potent production en- 
gine in the world today. 

Despite being enormously pow- 
erful the engine 1s incredibly compact. 
The shortest 12-cylinder engine on the 
market, it uses staggered banks of cylin- 
ders — a W12-formation engine it is just 
653mm long, a clever design to maxi- 
mise cabin space. The interior package 
provides excellent front seat comfort and 
although designed to carry four adults 


2004 Bentley 
Continental GT, BE420239, 
 Two-Door Coupe 
eR. a 5 = a 
the rear seats are best over short distanc- 
es. Boot space however is generous and 
in keeping with a grand tourer. 

The GT interior is very much 
a mix of the old and the new — lashings 
of leather and walnut as you’d expect 
with touches of old world craftsman- 
ship and a Breitling clock in the centre 
console adds to its old world charm. My 
only disappointment centres on the small 
deep set instrumentation - Bentleys, like 
the Speed Six, have always been distin- 
guished by over-sized and very expres- 
sive dials. 

The 6-litre 12-cylinder fed by 
twin turbochargers pumps out 411 kW of 
power (550 bhp) and a massive 650 Nm 
of torque from 1600 revs. The power is 
explosive and despite tipping the scales 
at a fairly beefy 2380 kilos it muscles 
its way to 100 km/hour in just 4.8 sec- 
onds with a top speed potential of 318 
km/hour. Such is the power under full 
throttle that it feels like you are being 
literally swept down the road — despite 
this the engine never feels stressed and 
is amazingly non-intrusive ~ step off the 
throttle however and it emits a delightful 
“crackle” — the W-formation engine let- 
ting off its own rather distinctive sound. 
Bentley suggests the sound is deep, 
smooth, muscular and inspiring, the re- 
sult of much work by acoustic engineers 
to ensure its “soundtrack” met customer 
expectations. Part of the romance of 
these superb cars must surely be their 
wonderful sound and the Speed Six 
emits a soul stirring exhaust note — with 
a distinct whine from the overhead valve 
gear that constantly reminds you there’s 
something very mechanical going on 
under the bonnet. 
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The transmission on the Conti- 
nental GT is a six-speed sequential-shift 
ZF automatic specifically adapted for the 
all-wheel drive system. It has the ability 
to lock up its torque converter in every 
gear to handle the enormous torque 
—manual gear changes can be made via 
the gear selector or by paddles located 
on the steering wheel, which let you tap 
the power quickly when you need it. 
Some idea of the GT’s relaxed touring 
performance can be gauged by the fact 
at the open road limit of 110km/hour in 


sixth gear it is turning over at a leisurely 
2100 revs. By comparison, the Speed 
Six in fourth gear at the same speed is 
geared to run at 2300 revs. 

Vintage Bentleys are perhaps 
never easy in the gear changing depart- 
ment, especially the 4%, but I found the 
D type gearbox in this one relatively 
easy to use — a positive but notchy shift 
action with the lever well placed beside 
the driver’s right leg. 

The Speed Six is good for 
around 150 km/hour and what fun it 


is to pass a modern car on the open 
road at speed and to watch the driver’s 
expression of disbelief. Weighing in at 
around 2,200kgs the Speed Six is very 
well mannered and predictable at speed 
on a winding road. The four-wheel me- 
chanical brakes with Dewandre servo 
assistance acting on finned drums were 
far better than I expected. Only when I 
really needed to stand on them in a few 
tight situations did they not pull this 
heavy grand tourer up in a straight line. 
Retardation on the Continental 
GT on the other hand is one of its high 
points — the largest brakes fitted to a 
production car — 405mm (15.9 inch) x 
36mm ventilated front discs, 335mm 
(13.2 inch) x 22mm on the rear. But then 
again they haul this beefy coupe up from 
very high speed time and time again 
without fade. But perhaps the Continen- 
tal GT’s most impressive dynamic is in 
its all-wheel drive system, which literally 
glues it to the road surface and gives it 
enormous tractability. The system uses 
a central torque-sensing differential and 
free differentials on front and rear axles. 
Drive is infinitely variable between the 
front and rear axles according to avail- 
able grip — such is the sophistication of 
the traction control system that it can 
detect slip of less that one per cent and 
apportion the drive to the wheels with 
the most grip. Given the potential of this 
car to be driven to some of the highest 
resorts in Europe the sophistication of its 
drive system was of prime importance. 
The front suspension is conven- 
tional wishbone, the rear multi-link, both 
supported on self-leveling air springs, 
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each with their own adjustable electronic 
dampers. Ride is a high point as you’d 
expect but the system infinitely adjusts 
to the conditions providing a taut plat- 
form when pushed hard into corners. 
The latest Bosch 5.7 stability control 
system mimimises body roll, pitch and 
heave under cornering, although the 
GT’s weight forward of the windscreen 
becomes fairly obvious when you push it 
really hard into tight corners. 

The Speed Six sits on four 
rather long semi-elliptic springs with 
Hartford-style friction shockers all round 
and considering this vehicle’s mass they 
do a surprisingly good job. A big wheel 
and an excellent ratio on the worm and 
sector steering makes for good manoeu- 
vrability but one has to be careful not to 
skin knuckles at parking speeds on vari- 
ous light fittings and projections on the 
dashboard. 

Special thanks to NSW Bent- 
ley concessionaire, Bentley Sydney and 
its owner Brian McMillan for not only 
allowing me to test drive this valuable 
duo but also trusting me to explore their 
upper limits. His Speed Six, chassis 
TW2703, started life as a standard 6%- 
litre Park Ward saloon but like many 
such WOs was converted a short time 
later to Speed Six specification by the 
factory. It was subsequently fitted with 
a replica Vanden Plas four-seat sports 
tourer body. I first saw this magnifi- 
cent example in 1985 when I went to 
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purchase Silver Ghost, chassis S8TM, 
from Laurie O’Neil in Double Bay. An 
early member of the NSW Branch of 
the RROC Laurie has owned a string of 
interesting and desirable collector cars 
over the years including a number of Sil- 
ver Ghosts, from an early chassis 1194, 
which he campaigned in the 1973 Alpine 
Commemorative Rally. He currently re- 
tains a superb 8-litre W O Bentley tourer 
and type 35B Bugatti as well as a Bent- 
ley Corniche convertible and late-series 
Arnage saloon. Laurie had the Speed 
Six fully restored by English specialist 
Tony Townshend in the late 1970’s, the 
body replicated alongside the very origi- 
nal 1930 team car, and it has a superb 
patina, beautifully detailed right down to 
the exquisite string lacing on its springs. 
Valued today at close to one million dol- 
lars, it can only have benefited from this 
year’s sale of a very original 1930 works 
team car by Christies at their Le Mans 
auction for $6.5 million dollars. 

Six months after the launch of 
the Continental GT one suspects that the 
only limitation to its success here will 
be tight supply. Such is the popularity of 
this new supercar that September year- 
to-date Bentley sales nationally totalled 
101, up from just 20 for the same period 
in 2003. And with a four-door sedan due 
in 2005, followed by a convertible a year 
later, both on the same platform, Bentley 
is back in a big way. Interestingly, 70 
per cent of buyers to date are new to the 


marque. 
Sadly, my day as a Bentley 
Boy had been all too short. But it had 
reinforced my already strong thoughts 
of this wonderful car marque and made 
me reflect on a very special meeting 24 
years ago. In 1980 I participated in the 
Golden Jubilee Rally of the Veteran Car 
Club of Great Britain with my 1910 Ital- 
ian S.C.A.T. from Edinburgh to London. 
At a special dinner in Stratford—upon- 
Avon to celebrate the soth Anniversary 
of the oldest car club in the world the 
guest of honour was Club founder S C H 
‘Sammy’ Davis, then 93, the last of the 
Bentley Boys. Davis was of course also 
the Editor of the Autocar and the man 
credited with putting the famous London 
to Brighton Rally on the map in 1927. 
It was indeed very special to meet this 
remarkable man who of course had won 
Le Mans in that very same year in a 3- 
litre. His road test in Autocar on the very 
first Bentley perhaps best sums up these 
superb cars, “we traveled as steadily 
as could be wished over bad roads, 
betraying little of the engine’s power, 
save when an occasional opportunity 
demanded rapid acceleration; the general 
behavior of the chassis suggested an en- 
tire absence of effort”. 


Photographs of 1929 Bentley Speed Six, 
TW2703, and 2004 Bentley Continental 
GT Coupe, BE420239, kindly supplied by 
David Berthon. 
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DAWN PATROL II, IN BEECHWORTH, VICTORIA 


sa a OCTOBER, 2004. 
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Photograph Be | Henderson 


Meeting of the Roll-Royce Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn and Bentley Mk VI / R-type Register 


By Robert Whitehead (VIC) 


I was apparent from the happy 
atmosphere and animated conversation 
during the welcoming dinner at the 
Carriage Motor Inn, Beechworth, 
participants of Dawn Patrol II were set 
to enjoy themselves from the outset. 
Beginning with a meal of hearty country 
helpings and local wines, members of 
the Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn and 
Bentley Mk VI/R-type Register, along 
with inveterate Rally tourers from 
NSW, South Australia and Victoria were 
readying themselves for a weekend of 
food, wine, sight-seeing and motoring. 
A large number of participants from the 


inaugural Dawn Patrol at Tumut, last 


year, attended this weekend as testament 
to the enjoyable times previously spent 
motoring the countryside in our beloved 
vehicles. 

With a large increase on last 
year’s numbers, thirty seven in total, 
we were pleased to have a varied cross 
section of twenty vehicles. This included 
an increase in Register cars — three R- 
types, two Silver Dawns, five Mk VI 
Bentleys and three Silver Wraiths. In 
addition, there were two Silver Shadows, 
one Bentley T Series, one Silver Cloud, 
one Derby Bentley, and a Silver Spirit. 
It was pleasing to note five of these were 
coach-built, including Donald Eve’s 
beautiful James Young, R-type Bentley. 
bees a a large core e having toured together 


Photograph - Lloyd Missen 


in previous rallies it was a time for 
catching up, reminiscing and exchanging 
car yarns tall and true. 

After breakfast, day one began 
with a drive to Chiltern, through some 
of the most beautiful, green Victorian 
countryside, destination — ‘Lakeview’, 
the childhood home of Henry Handel 
Richardson, author of The Getting of 
Wisdom. Our guide, Rex told of the history 
of Chiltern and its gold beginnings and 
the changes it has experienced through 
the years until its present form which is 
almost a suburb of Albury - Wodonga, 
as most people who live there commute 
to work in the major centres. ‘Lakeview’ 
situated on the edge of Lake Anderson, 
hence the name, is the cottage formerly 
occupied by Henry Handel Richardson, 
her sister and parents, and from where her 
father practiced medicine. A beautifully 
proportioned four roomed Victorian 
cottage, built in the 1860’s it contained 
many interesting mementos of the 
period and the Richardsons’ occupation. 
Bathing in perfect weather, we walked 
around the lake and across the park to 
Chiltern’s main street and the Athenaeum 
Museum. Situated in what was the town’s 
theatre it housed a collection of, amongst 
other things, over ten thousand books and 
memorabilia from Sir John McEwan’s 
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public life, donated by Lady McEwan 
upon his death. Born in Chiltern, Sir 
John went on to have a distinguished 
career in politics and for a brief time was 
caretaker Prime Minister of Australia. 
Of particular interest was the next stop, 
Dow’s pharmacy. This establishment was 
built as a pharmacy during the gold rush 
and remained as a practicing business 
until it was closed in the early sixties. 
Now open to the public in the condition 
it was left, it is well worth visiting to 
see how the process of pill making and 
the dispensing of medicines occurred in 
quieter and more sedate times. It is a time 
warp with all the equipment and tools of 
trade still intact, as Mr Dow left them. It 
is reputed to be the only pharmacy of its 
kind still intact in the country. 

As Beechworth and_ the 
surrounding area are so rich in history 
with so much to see, some free time was 
in order to allow people to select their 
own activities for a couple of hours. Back 
in Beechworth, later that afternoon, we 
visited the Burke Museum. This houses 
a fascinating collection of artifacts from 
the gold rush, the Chinese involvement in 
the region, a grizzly collection of stuffed 
birds and the reconstruction of the type 
of shop fronts that would have been in 
the Beechworth main street during the 
1800s. Dinner was at The Bank, one of 
country Victoria’s finest restaurants, just 
a short stagger from the Motel. The 
food and wine were first rate with the 
proprietors taking extra care and attention 
in preparing menus with a welcoming 
note to members of the “Rolls Royce 
Drivers Club”. 

Sunday started with an early 
breakfast followed by a Technical 
Session and Register meeting lead by 
our illustrious Registrar, Lloyd Missen, 
during which it was agreed to continue 
with our annual social weekend and that 
it would be back to NSW for next year. 
Lex Lynch gave a detailed account of how 
he had just days before replaced the 11/41 
standard diff with a new high ratio 14/41 
diff on his Mk VI Bentley, this weekend 
being its trial run. I can report all went 
well and the improvement in performance 
is quite noticeable. Don Peel spoke about 
replacing his inline bearings with tapered 
bearings for the pinion on his Mk VI 
Bentley and reported that he was able to 
source all the parts locally. 

A photo shoot in front of the old 
hospital facade proved a high point as we 
blocked off the road in order to fit all the 
cars into frame, a wide angle would have 
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The huge dredging machine that was used 
in Beechworth for gold mining. Photograph 
- Mal Henderson 


been useful! 

Sunday had been planned as 
a day of eating, drinking and motoring 
and for the more intrepid a bush bash. 
Dividing the group into two, those 
who were prepared to take their cars 
off bitumen and those who weren’t, we 
set off in two different directions for 
Woolshed Falls and Eldorado. 

Travelling with Kate Stock and 
John Harriman in their Silver Dawn it 
was a real treat to watch David Bick’s ex 
Vice-Regal Silver Wraith ford the river 
along with Lloyd and Shirley in ‘Helga’, 
Mal and Robyn Henderson in their Derby 
Bentley, Neil and Louise Mathews in 
their Silver Wraith and John and Patty 
Aiosa in their Silver Spirit. We arrived at 
the Eldorado Dredge having woven our 
way through hundreds of mountain bike 
riders, covered in dust yet no worse for 
The Ranger was waiting for us, 
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having already given the other group the 
lowdown on the Dredge, ready to go 
through his spiel again. This juggernaut 
of a machine was used between the 1930’s 
and 60’s to dredge for alluvial gold. Its 
buckets scooped out anything in it’s path 
and separated the gold from the other 
matter. In its operating time it dredged 
out twelve miles of material along the 
river bank and there is currently a plan to 
re-float it as it has become a feature of 
great interest and is of significance to 
Eldorado’s gold history. Fortunately 
Ranger Dave knew the short way to the 
Great Alpine Road and we were off to our 
luncheon stop at the Deer and Emu Tourist 
Farm Complex at Eurobin. <A farm, 
breeding deer, emu and goats it is situated 
on the high side of the Great Alpine Road 
with one of the most spectacular 180 
degree views of the valley below. No 
prizes for guessing the ‘specialtie 
d’maison’ here. Onward through Bright 
and over the mountain, this time travelling 
in John Mould’s 
Bentley T, we witnessed the spectacular 
and breathtaking views of Mt Buller, Mt 
Beauty and the Keiwa Valley below from 
the cutting. It was pleasing to note the 
lush green countryside as we drove which 
made one wonder if we were really still in 
the grip of a drought. 

Travelling on toward afternoon 
tea at the Viennese Patisserie just out of 
Yackendanda we were again captivated 
by the beauty of the surrounding country. 
The Viennese Patisserie is an odd pile in 
the middle of the Victorian countryside as 
it is a Bavarian style log cabin run by a 
couple of latter day Austrians, Walter and 
Waldra. Walter splendidly bedecked in 
lederhosen, Tirolean hat, complete with 
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The Viennese Patisserie and a perfect 
setting for afternoon tea. Photograph 
- Robert Whitehead. 
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Below - 1952 Silver Dawn, SFC138, ‘Helga’; and, Bottom, 1953 Silver Wraith, BLW78, a Park Ward limousine. Photographs - Robert 
Whitehead and Lloyd Missen. 


feather, and handle bar moustache. The 
specialty here was, of course, hot 
chocolate, the most exquisite apple strudel 
and Austrian cakes made on the premises 
by Waldra from hand milled flour and 
free range eggs. It took strong resolve to 
resist the delicacies arrayed so temptingly 
before us. Many made little effort to 
resist at all! Sitting, relaxing on the 
verandah and consuming these indulgent 
goodies was indeed a highlight of the 
Sunday run with the sun shining and yet 
another view to drink in, along with the 
hot chocolate. It was difficult to summon 
the desire, much less the energy to leave 
and return to Beechworth, this time with 
Mal and Robyn Henderson in their Derby 
Bentley Coupe (a thing of beauty). 

The highlight of our farewell 
meal, back at the Motel, was the 
entertainment provided by ‘The Bastards 
from the Bush’. A couple of local 
yokels, who say their name is derived 
from the term their ex-wives refer to 
them as. Geoff and John performed 
ballads and blarney from Patterson 
to Perdition. Delivering a volley of 
cracking yarns, Geoff had us crying 
with laughter at his stories, particularly 
for me, ‘The Cooks Revenge’. A lurid 
tale of Epsom Salts in the stew and the 
resulting anguish! As with all things 
enjoyable the end came far too quickly. 
It was a weekend thoroughly enjoyed by 
all who participated and increased the 
unity and camaraderie of the Register as 
a result. We look forward to next year’s 
gathering somewhere in NSW with great 
interest and enthusiasm. 
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2004 Victoria Branch Concours d’Elegance and Perpetual Trophy Winners 


Overall Winner David Turner 1925 20 hp GSK34 
David Jones Trophy 


Silver Ghost Class George and Fiona Forbes —-1912 Silver Ghost 2009 
20 hp and 20/25 hp Class David Turner 1925 20 hp GSK34 
Derby Bentley Class David Jones 1935 Bentley 3% litre B179CW 


Silver Cloud, Bentley S Series, John Taylor 1960 Bentley S2 B43CT 
Phantom V Class 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T Laurence Bottomley 1968 Bentley T SBH4064 
Series, Phantom VI Class 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Gary Ayre 1987 Bentley Turbo R BRH20874 
Mulsanne Class 


Garnet Alsop Enthusiast’s Laurence Bottomley 1968 Bentley T SBH4064 
Trophy 


Maisie Dodd Trophy Bob Glass 1991 Bentley Mulsanne S BSM36280 
President’s Cup David Turner 1925 20 hp GSK34 

Partner of the Year Amanda Henderson 

Club Member of the Year Louise Matthews 

lan Dodd Memorial Awards Terry Bruce, Keith Gardner, John Griffiths, Wally Vears 


Photographs provided by Russell J S Roils, Adam Griffiths and Tim Dean 
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| Glimpses into the Past: No. 18 | 


In the RROC magazine, Flying 
Lady, January 2000, pages 5927- 
5930, the author’s article ‘Wearing 
the badge: who designed the Rolls- 
Royce masterpiece? ' traced the early 
origins of the Rolls-Royce radiator 
badge and the part played by the 
famous artist Eric Gill. Subsequently 
the editors of the Flying Lady 
received a fascinating letter, dated 27 
February 2000, from their member J. 
R. Hand in England about that much 
later and controversial badge story, 
the change from red to black. Tom 
Clarke pursued this new evidence 
and what emerged was even more 
fascinating. 

The story starts with Mr. 
Hand’ letter on the opposite page to 
set the scene. It is followed by Tom 
Clarke's further discoveries, below, 
and an earlier letter. 


Tom Clarke takes up the story.... 


For the moment let’s call it a 
myth - that Rolls-Royce Ltd. changed the 
colour of the letters in its famous radiator 
badge from red to black; this was done, 
so the ‘myth’ goes, to honour the memory 
of Sir Henry Royce, Bt., who died on 
April 2294 1933. Now let’s explore the 
complexities surrounding this celebrated 


story. 
Customer choices 


Although red was the standard 
colour of the enamel in all badges from 
1905 (and colourful badges were the norm 
on most motor cars) some owners have 
specified otherwise. J. D. V. Mackintosh 
had green lettering for his 1934 Phantom 
II 137RY (see RREC Bulletin no.238 
p.73). 20/25 h.p. GEX24 was ordered 
with a black badge in early 1933. The late 
Ken Hucknall of Ristes Motors recalled 
that Sir Julien Cahn, Bt., who often fitted 
Woolley bodies to his chassis, had three 


Red Badge of Courage, 
Black Badge of Mourning 


| By Tom C Clarke (UK) © 2001 | 


of his cars’ badges ‘repainted’ in 1928 by 
Woolley’s in black (see RREC Bulletin 
no.64 p.36). But it is worth noting that 
you cannot change the enamel ‘in situ’ 
and painting the letters seems an odd 
description. Filling the badges is difficult 
work. It is more likely the whole badge 
would be replaced. 

Even after black was standard- 
ized the 1934 20/25 hp. GUB6 was 
specified with red for the owner. But 
these were rarities and it was red that was 
the standard until the early thirties. 


Two colours 


The first to precipitate a change 
by the Company is claimed to have been 
H.R.H. Prince George, Duke of Kent. On 
a visit to the Derby factory in August 
1931 it is said he told Arthur Wormald, 
the Works Manager, that red was an 
inappropriate colour for the badge (see 
The Autocar 4 Oct. 1931 p.384 for the 
Duke’s visit and showing him peering 
at a 20/25 h.p.). The inference was that 
the colour represented bolshevism which 
was at odds with a signally capitalist car! 
Odd really because some members of the 
Royal Family had private Rolls-Royces 
with red badges and a few Bentleys like- 
wise. In any event the notion certainly 
seems to fit sales to the United States 
in this period - all the left-hand drive 
Phantom II chassis of 1931-32 were fitted 
with black badges. 

However, it is now clear that 
the Company had already taken decisions 
about the badge before the royal visit. 
Memoranda in December 1930 between 
Ivan Evernden in the Design Office and 
Len Cox at Sales in London show that 
it had been decided to standardize black 
on the Phantom and red on the 20/25 h.p. 
Evernden had pointed out that Royce 
had a black badge on his experimental 
Phantom 27EX, and cited colour compat- 
ibility in its favour (see RREC Bulletin 
no.244 p.42). During his visit the Duke of 
Kent should have seen the first Phantoms 


coming through with the black badge. 

Once black was imposed in 
1931 we can be sure Rolls-Royce would 
not waste stock. All red ones would have 
been allocated to 20/25s once black stock 
had arrived for the Phantom. Equally, 
after Royce’s death, with red badges to 
use up, old stock would have been fitted 
to 20/25s for a while longer. 20/25 h.p. 
GLZ37 was one car on test with a black 
badge around the time of Sir Henry’s 
death (see Flying Lady p.1360) although 
it was not finally off test until June 15“ 
1933. Black badges were subsequently 
the standard when used on bumpers, 
headlamps, and licence holders. 

At the Rolls-Royce School of 
Instruction in London another conven- 
tion grew up. Black-lettered badges were 
adopted for chauffeurs’ cap badges but 
those ‘graduates’ who clocked up 30,000 
miles with satisfactory maintenance were 
entitled to a red badge. These were num- 
bered and the recipients recorded. Such 
are the tiny marks of rank, little vanities 
perhaps, that add variety to life in general 
and our Rolls-Royce interest in particular 
(see Rolls-Royce News May 1960 p.7). 


How to honour Royce 


The extraordinary fact to emerge from 
Mr. Hand’s research is that in 1931 
someone at Rolls-Royce in Derby 
told George Frey of the badge making 
company that the gradual change to black 
badges would eventually be considered a 
mark of respect to Royce, who still had 
just under two years to live. It was a 
more gentlemanly age and people kept 
secrets but it is hard to believe nothing 
leaked out to reach Royce’s ears. Why 
not secretly stock black badges until 
needed? Why change just the Phantom? 
The 1930 memoranda support the change 
as cosmetic but perhaps this step by step 
approach made the final switch easier 
and still gave the intended reason for 
the change, to honour Royce, credibility 
when the time came. 
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Badge orders after Royce’s death 


In addition to the makers listed 
in J. R. Hand’s letter, badges in the 1930s 
at least were made for Rolls-Royce by 
the Lucas Engraving Co. Ltd. of Weaman 
Street, Birmingham, part of the larger 
Joseph Lucas Ltd company. Judging 
by the letter reproduced here they were 
making them in red enamel until the May 
318t 1933 order for a batch in black. The 
Lucas Engraving Co. was taken over in 
the 1970s at which time Harry Royce’s 
1933 framed letter was found on the wall 
of the managing-director’s office, itself a 
significant observation. It was acquired 
by N. G. R. Dawes of the new parent 
company and shown to the RREC but the 
whereabouts of the original are now not 
known. The firm is today owned by the 
U.S. firm T.R.W. and seems to have no 
engraving side any longer, or any records 
(see RREC Bulletin no.111 p.14-15). 

Harry Royce was no relation of 
Sir Henry. The letter seems to indicate 
that experiments were being done with 
stainless steel rather than plated badges 
and that, in the time Lucas had been 
working on this project, Rolls-Royce had 
changed their mind on the colour. Quite 
a coincidence. The order must have been 
for 20/25 h.p. stock because we know 
Phantoms were already black. Assuming 
Lucas had been working on the new type 
of stainless steel badge for some time 
prior to the Harry Royce letter, it can be 
seen that the red badge was still current 
right up to the period of Royce’s death. 


The decision 


For the anti-‘myth’ protagonists 
it is true that the change from red to black 
was not decided at Board level. But the 
1930 memoranda already referred to, do 
establish that the decision to use black 
badges on Phantoms was taken by senior 
design and sales staff. They in turn might 
have deferred to the managing-direc- 
tor, Arthur Sidgreaves in London, and 
the Works Manager, Arthur Wormald 
in Derby. The circumstantial evidence 
of Harry Royce’s 1933 letter shows, 
by its date, that black had been decided 
upon more generally, just a month after 
Royce’s death. 

Would it make any difference if 
the decision had pre-dated Royce’s death? 
The anecdotal evidence in George Frey’s 
1931 order from Rolls-Royce is the first 
time such a possibility has been raised. 
If the 1931 change on the Phantoms was 
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Editors, The Flying Lady, 
Dear Sirs, 


Reading Tom Clarke’s article on Rolls-Royce badges in The Flying Lady 
brings to mind an event that happened some 25 years ago. 

I first met Mr. Roger Wilkinson at a firm of printers [in which he had a 
financial interest] in Dudley, Worcestershire, seeking his services for my business. In 
conversation ] mentioned that I had a 1935 20/25 h.p. He said, “You know that they 
changed the colour from red to black on the death of Royce”. My response was that 
I had been led to believe that it was done purely as a cosmetic change. He then said, 
“t still work for the company who made the badges, Joseph Frey & Co., Masonic 
jewellers in West Bromwich, as sales manager and have been there practically all my 
adult life”. He then related to me the following: 

“My company, Joseph Frey & Co., made the badges for Rolls-Royce; and 
my boss George Frey, now deceased, related the story to me of his first trip as a young 
man in his new M.G. One of his calls was to Rolls-Royce. After his day’s work he did 
what all salesmen do, phone in with the orders of the day. The order from Rolls-Royce 
was for radiator badges with black finish. At the factory his father, Bernard Frey, 
thought that his son had made a mistake with the colour. Duly he phones Rolls-Royce 
to confirm the order. They informed him that the order was correct. He asked why the 
change? He was told that it was a mark of respect to Henry Royce on his death”. 

“It sounds a good story”, I said, “and from such a good source, but what 
about provenance?”. 

“Provenance?!”, he said, “I am relating a series of events told to me first 
hand, how it happened, and when”. He then invited me to come to Joseph Frey & Co. 
for further confirmation. On the following Saturday I did. 

There I met another senior executive who confirmed that the events were 
true and for good measure produced two blueprints from a later period showing the 
company’s involvement with Rolls-Royce. I was left in no doubt then that the staff 
of the company were only too happy that this information should not be lost, and that 
these events should be recorded and kept for posterity. 

I related these findings to others here in the U.K. with Rolls-Royce interests 
at the time, but met with a negative response. 


Update 22 February 2001 


Recently, I decided once again to contact Joseph Frey & Co. However, 
they are no longer trading. Some of the workforce are still working locally in other 
companies and it was here that J found Ken Smith, former Frey employee, who was 
still in contact with Roger Wilkinson. He asked him to contact me, which he did. 
I asked Roger Wilkinson if he could remember our meeting 25 years ago. I asked 
if he could repeat his experiences with his former employer and indeed he did, as 
follows: 

“My boss, Mr. George Croxhall Frey, called me into his office and said ‘] 
want to talk to you on this because it is reported by the press to the contrary, and, I 
want the historical truth to be recorded. In 1931 I went to Rolls-Royce and took the 
order from them to change the colour of radiator badges from red to black. The reason 
they gave is that it is [to be] a mark of respect to Henry Royce on his death’. 

It is known that Royce was in very poor health and the end could have been 
at any time prior to early 1933. Retrospectively, it could not have changed the reason 
given by Rolls-Royce to Joseph Frey & Co., and there seems no reason to doubt 
that the event took place. For Rolls-Royce, as a marketing strategy, it was simply 
brilliant. Men of Royce’s stature in this period were regarded as icons. What better 
living testimonial, coupled in a way as not to confront a conservative buying public 
by interfering with what metaphorically was the ‘jewel in the crown’ without just 
cause. 

These events associated with Rolls-Royce are allied to companies dealing 
with them. The information they have on matters of this nature is their history. [ 
was fortunate enough to be in the right place to record it for those with Rolls-Royce 
interests. 

For the record here is a list of companies who supplied Rolls-Royce with 
radiator badges: Joseph Frey & Co., red and black; Wilmot Breeden, black; Fattorini 
& Co., black; Thomas Fattorini, black. There may be others. The manufacturers at 
present are Fattorini & Co., Reliant Works, Barr Street, Hockley, Birmingham. 

Finally, 1 would like to thank the gentlemen of the RROC and the editors of 
FL for allowing this article to be printed. Best wishes to you all, 


J. R. Hand 
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Messrs. The Lucas sngraving Co.Ltd 
62-66, weaman Street 
BIR “INGHAM 


Lear wr. Lucas, 


Npy one offer congratulutions on the 
booklet to hand this :norning, oubtiining the 
development of the Lucas Zncraving vusiness. 


This certainly is a recorau to be ;roud of. 
It mist have meant a lot of steady hard work for 
you and the Staff concerned. 


We were parbiculurly 


leased to see the 


excellent results your ;eople huve obtuined with 


the Stainless Steel <uulator }late for «oll s-Royce 
Chassis, and an order for vulk supplies is following 


shortly. 


There is no need to ask your personal 
attention to the proauction of these kadiator }lates, 
we are inmost anxious wey snoula ve 100% in every respect 


You will note we are asning for saine to Nave 
black letters, instead of tiie red on tne saimle you 


submitted. 


Yours Faitofully, 


Harry Royce’ May 1933 letter to the Lucas Engraving Co. 
(With thanks to N. G. R. Dawes) 


in part a preparation for the final honour 
to Royce then the staff at Derby would 
immediately have known, in April 1933, 
that impending red badge orders now had 
to be changed. This is perhaps the way 
the switch to black was finally standard- 
ized, at the same time honouring Sir 
Henry. If the company wanted the black 
badge to signify respect to Royce, both 
the existing one on the Phantom and the 
impending one on the 20/25, then that 
was their right. 

I would go further and specu- 
late that the final move could have been 
initiated by Arthur Wormald (1874-1936) 
who had joined Royce’s small car team 
in 1904. Wormald was one of the titans 
just below the famous triumvirate of 
Royce, Rolls and Johnson. He was close 
to Royce and his word would have been 
law. 


Out in the open 


As so often, the source for the 
story of the colour change is Harold 
Nockolds’ book The Magic of a Name, 
first published in 1938. This version of 
events was not included in the first edi- 
tion but appeared in the March 1950 re- 
vised edition. It was included in the June 
1950 ‘Special edition’ for ‘Rolls-Royce 
employees only’ and remained in all 
subsequent editions. The simplified ‘War 
economy’ edition of 1945 did not include 
it. It is as well to bear in mind that this 
book was written with the encouragement 
and approval of Rolls-Royce Ltd., and 
probably read by them prior to publica- 
tion. In fact it is generally believed that it 
was commissioned by Ernest (later Lord) 
Hives, a director and Works Manager 
from 1936. Luxury editions were given 
by the Company as gifts to distinguished 
people. 


PRACCLARVM 


But it is to Royce’s younger 
friend G. R. Neville Minchin (1888- 
1977), the author of two classic Rolls- 
Royce books, that we must turn for 
another twist in the tale. Minchin was 
no outsider. He brought competitors’ cars 
to Derby for Rolls-Royce to try and he 
tested new models for the company to 
give a customer’s perspective. In the late 
1930s, now permanently living in France, 
he became Chairman of Franco-Britannic 
Automobiles in Paris, the principal Rolls- 
Royce agency in France. In his unpub- 
lished memoir Kings, Commoners and 
Dogs Minchin describes helping Sir Max 
Pemberton, Royce’s biographer, with 
his book The Life of Sir Henry Royce, 
published in 1934. The following extract 
is surely the ultimate contemporary evi- 
dence that the badge colour change was 
known early: ‘...but I supplied Sir Max 
with the details and they were duly re- 
corded in the book. We also mentioned 
that the initials RR on the radiator had 
always been red but that after the death of 
Royce they were changed to black — and 
so they remain to this day’ (author’s em- 
phasis). 

Unfortunately, Pemberton did not 
use this claim in his book. But Nockolds 
later did in his officially-approved book. 
For some years it was a favourite story 
within company circles. For example, the 
lecturers at the School of Instruction are 
known to have told trainee chauffeurs 
which ensured the story had wide cir- 
culation. Then in 1964 The Rolls-Royce 
Motor Car by Anthony Bird and Ian 
Hallows was published which was the 
first to debunk what was called a legend. 
It did accurately report that a decision on 
black had been taken earlier than 1933. 

Modern observers have been 
reluctant to give credibility to a story 
that was accepted for at least thirty years. 
The phased introduction of black was the 
first complicating factor. Then there was 
the lack of any formal announcement or 
promotion. And with the passage of time 
former personnel could not rescue the 
story’s origins: Wormald died in 1936, 
Sidgreaves in 1948, and others probably 
left historical problems to the pages of 
Nockolds’ book. Many stories surround- 
ing Rolls-Royce history have this almost 
off-hand legacy. I suggest that this honour 
to Royce, piecemeal and secretive as it 
was, started as a family affair rather than 
a public one: for the workers and those 
close to Royce as a mark of respect they 
alone could acknowledge. 


The magnificent 1909 Silver Ghost, 1122, seen here with particpiants in the Bush Bash. The welcoming citizens of Tamworth appreciated 
viewing this Rolls-Royce, the oldest in Australia. Photograph by Barrie Gillings. 


Tamworth Bush Bash 
29 October - 1 November 2004 


By Patty Aiosa (NSW) 


Tt was a beautiful 
Aclear crisp cool 
day on Thursday 

) 28'0 when members 
| from Queensland 

| and the ACT joined 
+ others from NSW at 
Scone on their way 
to Tamworth. Recent rains have helped 
these areas to recover dramatically from 
previous drought conditions and the 
countryside was extremely picturesque. 
Previous Bush Bash weekends had 
obviously left a good impression, 

as there were 54 booked in for what 
promised to be a busy but fun time. 
Friendly informal gatherings began to 
take place outside individual rooms as 
participants started to arrive. This has 
become part of the charm of RROC 
touring. A very enjoyable evening meal 
was held at our Motel before retiring to 
contemplate the day ahead. 


Before departing Scone on 
Friday morning, we were all treated 
to a wonderful visit to Max Roberts’ 
collection of restored cars and antique 
machinery, which Bob Roberts had 
arranged for us. Max and Anne very 
generously provided delicious scones 
with jam and cream while we enjoyed 
the incredible Bugatti, the beautiful 
Silver Ghost, known as “601”, and 
several other particularly interesting 
vehicles. It was great to see pictures 
on the walls of various stages in the 
restoration process of these beautiful 
cars. 

Everyone dispersed to follow 
their preferred route, to arrive in 


Tamworth later that afternoon where we 
welcomed more members from QLD and 


New Zealand and received our ‘show 
bags’ complete with monogrammed 
caps and maps and programme for the 
weekend. One well-known magazine 
editor was spotted taking a splash in 


the pool, whilst others gathered outside 


rooms with coffee or some stronger 
substances before retiring to spruce up 
for dinner at The Long Yard Hotel. We 
went to the ‘Long Yard’, sat at a very 
‘long’ table and waited an even ‘longer’ 
time for our dinner. Fortunately we made 
the most of this time to enjoy a drink or 
two and a catch up with old friends. 
Saturday was organised by 
Merry! and Jack Godfrey as a ‘multiple 
choice’ activity day. The Power Station 


John Begg, on the left, was applauded for 
organising a great event. David McPhee, 
on the right drove from Queensland in his 
1909 Silver Ghost, 1122, shown above. 
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The wide model range represented on the Bush Bash is shown here with Nigel and Jane Price's 1924 Silver Ghost, 57AU, a Hanley Ford & 
Son tourer and Bill Coburn and Peter Chan's 1984 Silver Spur, ANE10059. 


and Steam Museum was a wonderful 
choice. Here we learned that Tamworth 
was the first Municipal town in NSW to 
have street lighting, which commenced 
in 1888. We were taken for a trip down 
memory lane as we toured the collection 
of historic electrical appliances that our 
mothers would have struggled with in 
their attempts to cook and clean house 
for the family. Calala Cottage museum 
was the next stop where morning tea was 
provided in a pleasant garden setting, 
while tour groups were taken through 
this historic cottage and its inclusions. 
The volunteer workers at both these 
venues are to be commended on their 
knowledge and continuing hard work 

to make these activities possible for 

the likes of us. Whilst the afternoon 
Technical Session got under way, the 
‘non-technicals’ in the group went to 
explore Tamworth further either by car 
or on foot. A very large group enjoyed a 
delightful couple of hours over lunch on 
the verandah at “The Vault” restaurant. 
Saturday night’s dinner and novelty 
games night was a real treat. Everyone 
drew a different table ballot and various 
games sheets were handed out after 
dinner. There was much frivolity as 
everyone got into the spirit (or ‘shadow’ 
or ‘ghost’) of the evening. Cheating 
usually awarded bonus points which 
made for some very unusual answers and 


activities. Each table created their own 
interesting and innovative names and the 
evening was scrutineered by ‘Constable 
Plod’, alias Kim Stapleton, who was ably 
assisted by his ‘probationary constable’ 
Margaret Gillings. The “Shannons’ 
table/team must have cheated the most 
because they were awarded the grand 
prize for the evening by the ‘tally room 
team’ of Merinda Rose and Mark Long. 
On Sunday it was difficult to 
get up an hour earlier for daylight saving 
but after breakfast we all trundled off 
to Nundle. What a little gem of a town 
this is, with its art gallery, antique stores, 
boutique coffee shops and a local craft 
shop all within a walking block of the 
Peel Inn where we enjoyed a gourmet 
lunch overlooking a lush green garden 
setting. The highlight of this magnificent 
little village was its Woollen Mill, 
which is a fully mechanised operation. 
We were given a demonstration of it 
in full working order. There was also a 
well-stocked gift shop with beautifully 
handcrafted woollen garments - a lot of 
our members had to make more room in 
their cases when they got back. 
George Nethery from the local FM88.9 
Community Radio station interviewed 
John Begg during the course of the 
afternoon. This was to be relayed 
on Monday on their current affairs 
programme. 


We leisurely motored back to Tamworth 
where we enjoyed a very relaxed and 
informal BBQ (cooked beautifully by 
our BBQ king Mal Henderson) around 
the pool before our projectionist (John 
Begg) screened the Sunday night movie 
‘Genevieve’. His lovely usherette 
(Margaret Gillings) handed out the 
Jaffas! 

After breakfast on Monday 
morming, some members left to go north 
to Queensland while others left early 
for work commitments. The rest of us 
took one of three scenic route options 
suggested by David Davis to arrive at the 
Hunter Valley Gardens resort in Pokolbin 
for our final night together. The gardens 
are quite spectacular and those who 
made the time to take a look thoroughly 
enjoyed their experience. 

We are all very grateful for 
the efforts of Bob Roberts, David and 
Clare Davis, Jack and Merryl Godfrey 
and especially John Begg for making 
this Bush Bash a particularly special 
Motoring and above all extremely 
enjoyable social event. Merry] presented 
a small gift to John Begg at the final 
dinner to show our appreciation. 

Roll on next Bush Bash, which 
I understand is to be held in the Southern 
Highlands next year. My advice to 
everyone is BOOK EARLY! 
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Lloyd Missen, above left, joined the 
frivolities with Ken Saunders, who 
took time off from the serious part of 
the weekend when he conducted one 
of the technical sessions. Although, 
Judging by the concentration, this 
looks a fairly serious enterprise. 


The festivities in the top pictures, were 
promoted by John Begg, above, and 
kept in line by Kim Stapleton, middle 
Below, ‘Farewell’ Tamworth and picture, who later denied the rumour 
welcome to the Southern Highlands of that this is the new headgear for the 


NSW for the 2005 Bush Bash. RROC Chief Judge. 
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Photographs provided by Mal Henderson and Bill Coburn. 
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Rolls-Royce engines power the holder of the World Land Speed Record since 1997. 
The ThrustSSC (Super Sonic Car) at the Desert Pits in the Black Rock Desert, 
Nevada, on 15 October 1997, having set the first supersonic land speed record of 
763.035 mph. Powered by two Rolls-Royce Spey jet engines, ThrustSSC had the 
equivalent power of 145 Formula One cars and accelerated from 0-600 mph (1000 
kph) in 16 seconds. Photograph by Jeremy Davey, courtesy of SSC Programme Ltd. 


100 Years of Rolls-Royce...Speed. 


By Kelvin Ferris (WA) 


This article was published in the program 
for the March 2004 Classic Car Show at 
Whiteman Park, Perth, Western Australia 
as a tribute to Rolls-Royce in the centenary 
year. The author, pictured below with two 
of his heroes, (photograph provided at the 
request of the Editor) notes that these are 
not the only achievements of Rolls-Royce 
fame. 


ay os 


Ms of us do not usually associate 
LV Lthe luxurious and powerful sedans 
produced by Rolls-Royce with motor 
racing and world speed records, however 
the truth of the matter is that, over the 
last 100 years many speed records have 
been held by machines fitted with the 
company’s power plants and I believe that 
Rolls-Royce engines are the only ones to 
have conquered all three... 


The World Air Speed Record 
The World Land Speed Record 
The World Water Speed Record 


Pre-{938 record cars used engines 
designed by the Company founder 
Frederick Henry Royce, later Sir Henry 
Royce, a man renowned for his attention 
to detail and accuracy. His quote in 1924: 


‘Whatever is rightly done, however 
humble, is noble’, certainly applied to 
all the artisans who had the privilege of 
working on the motor car and aircraft 
engines with this fastidious and brilliant 
engineer. 


Before the first of three Royce cars were 
built in 1904 and before the famous 
joining of the two names later that year 
to create one of the most recognised 
brand names in the past century, Charles 
Stuart Rolls broke the World Land Speed 
record twice in 1903, driving a Mors, at 
Clipstone in March at 82.84 mph and 
again in October at 84.73 mph. Rolls had 
won many races on the continent and the 
great 1,000 miles trial of 1900. 


After the formation of Rolls-Royce in 
1904, Rolls continued his motoring 
exploits and drove a 20 hp Rolls-Royce: 
winning the RAC Tourist Trophy at the 
Isle of Man in 1906, averaging 39.3 mph. 
Percy Northey took second place in 1905 


also driving a 20 hp Rolls-Royce. On 
winning the 1906 race, Rolls commented 
to the press, “I had nothing to do but 
sit there and wait till the car got to the 
finish, the credit is obviously due to Mr 
Royce, the designer and builder”. Charles 
Rolls later toured the United States and 
was successful at Indianapolis and at the 
Empire City Track in New York. Sadly, C 
S Rolls was tragically killed in an aircraft 
accident at Bournemouth in 1910. He 
had, with his reputation as an outstanding 
competition driver, contributed greatly to 
the growth of Rolls-Royce motor cars in 
the early years of its existence. 


The 40/50 hp car became known as the 
Silver Ghost, a name and model revered 
by motoring enthusiasts to this day. In 
1913 a Silver Ghost driven by Carlos de 
Salmanca won the Spanish Grand Prix 
and third place went to Percy Northey 
of Rolls-Royce, also in a Silver Ghost. 
Adding to Rolls-Royce credits they 
came first, second, third and fourth in the 


The sketch below, by RROC member Bob Buckleton, is a 1911 Rolls-Royce 40/50 hp that was 
officially timed at Brooklands at a speed of 101.8 mph. It was driven by Ernest W Hives, later 
to become Lord Hives and Chairman of Rolls-Royce Ltd. 
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Malcolm Campbell was born in Chislehurst, Kent, England in 1885, the son of a diamond merchant. In 1910 he purchased his first car, a 
Darracq, which he christened ‘Bluebird’, a name he used for all his subsequent record cars. This Rolls-Royce ‘R’ engined Bluebird achieved 
301.12 mph in 1935. Courtesy of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club. 


Austrian Alpine Trial of 1913. During the 
Great War hostilities of 1914-18, Royce 
at the request of the British Government, 
designed and built, for the allied forces 
the first aircraft engines to bear the Rolls- 
Royce name. 


In February 1933, on Daytona Beach 
USA, the famous Malcolm Campbell 
broke the World Land Speed Record in 
the Rolls-Royce powered Bluebird: the 
speed was 272.46 mph. The engine was 
a ‘R’ Type V-12 piston motor developing 
some 2260 bhp. Campbell had racing 
success on bicycles and in motor cycle 
trials and, in 1910, commenced motor 
racing at Brooklands. Malcolm Campbell 
continued his quest for speed records 
and in March 1935 broke his previous 
best setting a new record of 276.82 mph. 
In September that year he increased the 
record, breaking the 300 mph barrier 
achieving 301.13 mph at Bonneville 
Salt Flats, Utah, USA. After retiring 
from Motor Racing he concentrated on 
the World Water Speed record, also with 
Rolls-Royce powered craft. 


1937 saw the record increased to 312 mph 
with two Rolls-Royce ‘R’ engines fitted 
to Thunderbolt and driven by George 


Eyston at Bonneville USA. In August 
1938, George Eyston again driving 
Thunderbolt increased the record speed 
to 345.50 mph and in September of the 
same year to 357.50 mph. 


In 1983 in the Black Rock Desert in 
Nevada, USA, driving Thrust II powered 
by a Rolls-Royce Avon Jet engine, 
Richard Noble rewrote the record book 
with a speed of 633.48 mph. 


1997 saw ThrustSSC fitted with two 
Rolls-Royce Spey jet engines, driven by 
Andy Green set the World Land Speed 
record of 763.035 mph on the Nevada 
Desert, USA. This historic world first 
remains unbeaten. 


In 100 years of production the only gaps 
in car manufacture have been during 
the two World Wars when the factories 
were converted to design and produce 
numerous items for the War effort, the 
most famous being the Rolls-Royce 
Armoured cars of Silver Ghost origin 
(1914-1918 War and Lawrence of Arabia 
fame) and the Rolls-Royce Merlin V-12 
Aircraft engine (1939-1945). 


May their success continue. 


The Rolls-Royce ‘R’ Engine 
In the Air 


I believe that this engine, designed by 
Royce and Rowledge was used in the 
Supermarine S6 and S6B having two 
wins in the Schneider Trophy and Two 
World Air Speed records. 


On Water 


Installed in watercraft my research 
suggests that it broke nine World Water 


Speed records in Miss England II 
& Ill and Bluebird K3 & K4. 1930 
98.76mph, 1931 103.49mph, 1931 
110.28mph, 1932 117.43mph, 1932 
119.81mph, 1937 126.33mph, 1937 
129.56mph, 1938 130.93mph, 1939 
141.74mph. 


On Land 


Fitted to cars bearing the Bluebird 
name achieved three World Land 
Speed records and another three Fitted 
to Thunderbolt. 
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By David Berthon (NSW) © 2004 


I’ve always had more than a passing 
interest in the 4%-litre Derby Bentley. 
Superbly balanced they are very easy to 
handle in modern traffic and behave in a 
very predictable fashion with a good turn 
of speed. I have fond memories of driving 
a standard 4'4 in the 1970s and 1980s 
fitted with open Vanden Plas coachwork 
- still owned by Ross Marshall it now 
resides in the United States. 

Only a small number of these 
superb cars were fitted with French 
coachwork so I was delighted at 
Pebble Beach this year to come across 
a somewhat exquisite example. Few 
would argue that the French in the 
thirties were pre-eminent in car styling 
- although challenged at times by the 
Italians the French produced some of the 
most beautiful, graceful and sweeping 
coachwork, which at times was simply 
breathtaking. Coachwork by Figoni 
and Falaschi, Letoureur et Marchand, 
Guilloie, Franay, Gangloff and Saoutchik 
was always special, but the work of 
Marcel Pourtout perhaps stood alone. 

The 1938 4%-litre Bentley 
Pourtout Coupe on the lawns of Pebble 
Beach reflected an era where style truly 
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A Body Beautiful 


represented substance and quality. Known 
as the Embiricos Bentley this graceful 
coupe is owned by one of the most 
discerning car collectors in the world 
today. Mexican-born Arturo Keller has 
what is undoubtedly one of the great car 
collections and is a regular participant 
at the annual Pebble Beach Concours 
D’Elegance - a two-time “Best of Show” 
winner in 1986 and 2001. This scribe was 
very lucky to view his private collection 
in the Napa Valley the day after Pebble 
Beach Concours and it is simply without 
equal. 

His unique Bentley was just 
one of ten outstanding examples of 
Carrosserie Pourtout on display this year 
- a special tribute to a man whose style is 
defined by a certain elegance and purity 
of line. Rather than relying on colour or 
trim his coachwork is seen as somewhat 
restrained while at the same time heavily 
reliant on aviation styling. Pourtout 
would eventually become associated with 
Emile Darl’mat, the leading and very 
energetic Peugeot dealer in Paris, along 
with Georges Paulin, a dentist who had 
more than an eye for car design. The trio 
combined to produce some of the most 
exotic coachwork in the world before the 
1939-45 World War. 


PRACCLARVM 


Amongst others along the 
beautiful fairway of Pebble Beach were 
a 1938 Peugeot Darl’mat 402 Pourtout 
Coupe, a 1938 Delage D8-120 Pourtout 
Coupe, 1934 Lancia Belna Pourtout 
Roadster and a superb 1935 Peugeot 
401 Eclipse Convertible Coupe. The 
latter example perhaps best reflects the 
remarkable talent of Georges Paulin, 
recognised today as the master of French 
aerodynamic car styling. Above all, he 
was the inventor of the fully retractable 
steel roof, a feature of the Peugeot 401 
Eclipse, which stores itself electrically 
in the trunk of the car and transforms a 
coupe into a convertible. First used on a 
Hotchkiss in the early 1930s this type of 
roof has been revived by Peugeot today 
on their diminutive 206CC and more 
recently on the larger 307CC model. 

Paulin would eventually become 
the official stylist for Carrosserie Pourtout 
and produce designs on various chassis, 
which would particularly find favour 
with the intellectual elite of France. By 
1936 Paulin had also been approached 
by Walter Sleator, the representative in 
France for Rolls-Royce and Bentley and 
owner of the Franco-Britannia Garage 
in Paris. Sleator suggested he design a 
body around a 4%-litre Bentley chassis 
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for the wealthy Banker, Andre Embiricos. 
It was said at the time that the Embiricos 
Bentley was created in accordance with 
strict aerodynamic principles and tested in 
wind tunnels in England and Paris. Paulin 
always claimed that this stunning Bentley 
emulated an earlier design that year on a 
Delage D8-120S which was coachbuilt 
by Marcel Pourtout and presented at the 
1937 Paris Salon. 

As well as the Paulin-designed 
Pourtout models already mentioned there 
were other examples of the talented 
French designers art on show this year - a 
1937 Peugeot 402 Cabriolet, another 1938 
Bentley 4%, this time a Saloon coachbuilt 
by Van Vooren and a 1939 Peugeot 402 B 
Legere Sport Sedan. 

Interestingly, such was the 
acclaim for the Embiricos Bentley across 
the English Channel that Rolls-Royce 
executives at Derby wanted to meet its 
creator. Paulin was warmly received, and 
subsequently offered a design contract 
he put his touch to designing cars, 
instruments, mascots, steering wheels, 
Bentley badges, even a new look for the 
Rolls-Royce radiator. 

Walter Sleator would again 
approach Paulin after the outbreak of 
war - this time as an agent for British 
Intelligence. Paulin was asked if he could 
provide information to the Allies on 
German Military Installations. The British 
were particularly keen to know about 
work on a secret jet fighter that was being 
carried out in workshops requisitioned by 
the Germans from a number of French 
coachbuilders. A member of the British 
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The 1938 Bentley 44-litre, B27LE, pictured here at Brooklands, fitted with the streamlined 
body manufactured by the Parisian coachbuilders, Pourtout, left the factory that summer. 
Better known as the Embiricos Bentley, it achieved a maximum of 118 mph on a German 
autobahn in early1939 and ‘Capt. George Eyston ... averaged 114.63 mph for an hour on 
Brooklands track. His fastest lap was at 115.02 mph’ (The Autocar, 21 July 1939). 


Intelligence Service in France with a 
deep affection for his English friends, 
Paulin was eventually found out and shot 
by the Nazis in 1942 aged just 42. 

The examples of his design 
displayed at Pebble Beach this year on 
a magnificent August day, framed by 
the peaceful serenity of Carmel Bay, 
were a fitting and lasting reminder of 
his exquisite sense of fashion and style - 
surely some of the most beautiful prewar 
coachwork designs. And of these the 
Embiricos Bentley is undoubtedly the 


best. Carrosserie Pourtout incidentally 
survived the German occupation of 
France and would go on to produce 
industrial vehicles such as the “Bateau 
Mouche” tour boat that today cruises the 
River Seine. 


Photographs at Pebble Beach from David 
Berthon. Photograph at Brooklands from 
the Bentley Drivers Club website. See also 
Bentley Motors - On The Road (reviewed in 
this issue) p413 for photographs of B27LE 
at Brooklands in 1939. 


By Bill Coburn (ACT) 


V Tell the last edition certainly stirred 

the pot judging by the number of 
phone calls I have had. All good stuff. 
Times are certainly changing mainly 
because cars are coming down drastically 
in price. I have just had a look at a nice 
1971 Shadow that was bought for $4,500. 
A bit of rust and a lot of servicing needed 
but otherwise the car drove well. At this 
sort of price younger blood will get into 
the movement and hopefully Branches 
will seize this opportunity to get these 
people into the fold and help them with 
their new prides and joy. 


Brake Fade 


One of our Club stalwarts told me a story 
that is relevant to all cars and concerns 
total brake failure. Seems he and his 
totally competent lady with her at the 
wheel, were descending some very steep 
terrain when she realised that the anchors 
appeared to be slipping. With much 
calm (have you noticed in American 
films when the brakes fail the first thing 
they do is scream!!) she went for lower 
numbers on the gear indicator and made it 
to the bottom of the hill in one piece. The 
pedal, her now very analytical husband 
recounted, went straight to the floor. 
By now the clever ones among you will 
realise that the car was one of the older set 
that enjoyed (?) a small master cylinder 
to give ‘feel’ to the pedal. It of course 
works a set of pads on the back wheels 
and if they get hot enough and there is 
moisture in the brake fluid, the latter boils 
and suddenly you have a compressible 
medium in the hydraulic lines which 
puts paid to any applications of brakes to 
discs! Even though the master cylinder 
circuit was steamed up and not helping 
at all, there should still have been brakes 
from the two main systems. But it seems 
they probably got steamed up as well. 
My diagnosis was dirty brake fluid and 
possibly E] Cheepo brake pads. 


Rolls-Royce were always very proud 
of their brakes and frequently pointed 
to the duplication and even triplication 
of their systems. Some years back a 
too-clever motoring writer managed to 
get a Silver Cloud and do a road test 
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on it. Amongst other criticisms was 
an observation that there appeared to 
be some brake fade. The Factory went 
publically ballistic, demanded the car and 
had a look at the equipment. They were 
no doubt grossly relieved to find that the 
brakes had been relined with an incorrect 
material. They of course did a big ‘I told 
you so’ publically in the magazine which 
published the original article. Fronically 
J am told that properly lined brakes in 
a Cloud are virtually unknown to fade 
but the lining on the servo that provides 
most of the pressure, can in fact fade with 
heavy use. But at least you still have the 
back brakes to lay your weight into should 
this happen. 


For years the Factory was criticised for 
not adopting disc brakes, pointing to the 
occasional case where the intense heat 
generated in these systems could actually 
boil the brake fluid and cause total brake 
failure. The Shadow finally bit the bullet 
with massive double calipers on the front 
wheels where most of the stopping is done 
and more than adequate units on the back. 
Disc brakes of course have the problem 
that the heat generated by the brakes is 
concentrated into a small area — the brake 
pad is little bigger in area than the sides of 
two matchboxes. The trick is to dissipate 
the heat as quickly as possible through the 
suspension, the discs, wheel bearings and 
general air flow. 


What is Fade? 


Fade is the loss of braking efficiency to 
various degrees and can be very dangerous 
being as it is quite unpredictable. It only 
occurs when the brakes are used very 
heavily, frequently and with short intervals 
between applications. The loss of braking 
power can be progressive or sudden. 
Generally there are two sources of brake 
fade, the pads and the brake fluid. 


New Pads or Linings 


Whenever you have had new pads installed 
or the shoes re-lined as in a Cloud or 
earlier car, the mechanic should have told 
you to go easy on the brakes for 100 miles 
or so. This is essential advice and should 
be heeded. To work the requirement for 
any braking system is maximum friction 
between your pads or linings and the 
rotating surface in your drums or on your 
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rotors. The composition of the friction 
material is critical. All friction material 
has a coefficient of friction which varies 
with their temperature. Brake pads and 
linings have a designed ideal working 
temperature where the coefficient is at 
its highest. But pass this temperature, as 
with very very heavy repeated braking, 
and this coefficient starts to decline 
hence, less grip and less brakes. 


This decline is not very predictable 
since the pad or linings are made up 
of composite materials some of which 
can melt. Others simply go greasy and 
if things get really exciting the metal 
bits in the composition can also start to 
melt. This mess works as well as oiling 
the brakes and eventually there is simply 
little or no friction hence no braking. 
If things get even hotter these various 
products can tum to a gas and all friction 
is lost! The sensation to the driver is 
frightening since you still have a good 
firm pedal but no matter how hard you 
push there is no slowing! 


Driving your car gently for the first 
miles on your new pads helps all the 
components in the friction material to 
settle down and facilitate the dissipation 
of heat and avoid the intestinal stimuli 
associated with brake failure. 


Brake Lining and Pad Material 


We all tend to eye the cheaper aftermarket 
alternatives for our cars but it is often a 
risk that although these fit they are not 
the same in performance. I have long 
waited for a clever Philadelphian to sue 
the Factory for charging so much for a 
part that he was ‘forced’ to go out and 
buy an el cheepo which then failed. The 
decision as to what to use is yours but 
brake pads and linings need to be thought 
about. 


Locally, we have a Shadow that has had 
to have new brake rotors because cheaper 
softer after market pads had been fitted. 
They wore very quickly then proceeded 
to eat their way through the rotors. 
Without having the faintest idea what I 
am referring to clearly the composition 
of the friction material is related directly 
to the weight of the car and power of the 
brakes. The Factory conceivably got this 
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right judging by the finished product’s 
performance. 


Dirty Brake Fluid 


‘Change your brake fluid regularly’ is 
almost a mantra for Shadow owners 
particularly. The stuff is highly 
corrosive, hygroscopic (takes in water) 
and is generally unstable chemically. 
Its property of taking in water from 
the atmosphere is probably the most 
dangerous feature. The water lies in 
the fluid undetected apart from obvious 
rusting of various components it comes 
in contact with. But when heat is applied 
the water boils and forms steam which is 
readily compressible. So your nice solid 
column of brake fluid from your pedal 
to your brake pistons suddenly has this 
globule of steam in the lines and the pedal 
more often than not goes straight to the 
floor. Even with fresh fluid and well bled 
brakes, the fluid can boil but this would 
really be an extreme situation. 


Air or Nitrogen in the Lines 


Just as steam from water in the brake 
fluid can render your brakes useless, 
the presence of any gas in the lines will 
have a similar effect. When brakes are 
overhauled and the various connections 
broken, the system must be bled of air. 
This consists of placing a clear plastic 
tube over a nipple at the end of the line, 
placing the end of the tube in a bottle 
with a little fluid in it to cover the end 
and then releasing the pressure in the 
brake lines by opening the nipple. Once 
all the bubbles of air have been pushed 
out the nipple is closed and the next wheel 
is ‘bled’. Having done the job properly 
there is really no way that air can get into 
the system. But in the post Cloud cars we 
have a special hazard. 


Remember that the accumulators before 
they have brake fluid pumped into them, 
have 1000 Ib of nitrogen forced in on 
the other side of the ‘rubber’ diaphragm. 
However carefully those diaphragms are 
made there are always tiny bubbles cast 
into them — a bit like bubbles in your 
chocolate mouse! These bubbles are the 
Achilles’ heel of the accumulator as the 
pressure of the nitrogen forces the gas 


through the thinnest bit of the diaphragm 
and into one of these bubbles. It then 
moves on to the next. The process thank 
God is very slow but eventually the gas 
gets into the main system and can cause 
the same problems in the system as air. 


It is well to be aware of the sensation of 
braking aeration. With pre-Shadow cars 
the brakes should simply get harder. This 
is because the hydraulics are not working 
and you are having to use the single 
mechanical linkage to the rear wheels. 


With the high pressure Shadow and 
Spirit systems, the sensation is quite 
different. One applies the brakes and 
there is some slowing but perhaps not 
enough. More pressure on the pedal 
and no improvement. Your foot goes 
into auto-panic then and presses much 
harder and suddenly you are musing 
on the taste of the steering wheel as 
you extract your teeth from the plastic. 
What is happening there is that the initial 
application simply compressed the air in 
the lines, the second one squashed the 
air to the absolute maximum and then 
further pressure actually gave full power 
to the brakes. This knowledge can save 
you in a conventional system where 
when everything fails, frantic pumping 
of the brake pedal may build up enough 
pressure to work the brakes. 


What You Can Do 


Treat new pads and linings gently for the 
first 100 or so miles. Take advice on what 
pads or lining material to use if you are 
not using genuine. 


Change the fluid in your system at least 
once a year if you are using RR363 and 
every two years if you are using mineral 
oil. 


Use your brakes sparingly. If a lower 
gear will hold the car back on a down 
slope use it. 


Finally, use your brakes as if you were 
poking your feet through the floor — don’t 
take them for granted! 


Registers 


Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn and 
Bentley Mk VI/R-type 
Register 


Annual Register Social Event. Victoria 
Branch members accepted the challenge to 
arrange this year’s get-together and chose 
Beechworth, as it has so much to offer. 
The distance from Sydney provided an 
excuse for a mini-Overlander and Shirley 
planned a mainly minor road route and 
two overnight stops which encouraged 
twelve NSW members in six cars to join 
twenty three Victorian and two from 
South Australia at Beechworth making a 
total of nineteen cars with an impressive 
thirteen of this Register. More than one 
commented that these events are great fun 
and good motoring. Congratulations Kate 
Stock, John Harriman, Lex Lynch and 
Robert Whitehead. 


Register Technical Sessions. With 
the owners of thirteen Register cars 
present at Beechworth, many informal 
technical discussions occurred over the 
weekend, often in the car park. The one- 
hour planned session after breakfast on 
Saturday was not for the faint-hearted. 
Both presenters, although owners of 
award winning Bentley Mk VIs, have 
adopted the Lexus motto ‘In Relentless 
Pursuit of Perfection’. Don Peel described 
how he used the services of a specialist 
workshop and locally sourced parts to 
replace all six bearing assemblies in the 
rear axle, viz: the two wheel bearings, 
the two differential bearings, the pinion 
thrust three bearing assembly for the 
later design, housing two tapered roller 
bearings, and the pinion nose bearing. 
Total cost for all bearings, machining and 
assembly, was only about one and a half 
the quoted price of one ‘genuine’ wheel 
bearing. I also consider it safe to source 
very much cheaper suitable alternatives 
as I used a similar procedure when I 
replaced my wheel bearings (Praeclarum 
page 3300). Rolls-Royce do not make ball 
bearings. The next subject was high ratio 
differentials. The Bentley Mk VI/Silver 
Dawn were introduced with a differential 
ratio of 11/41, and raised to 12/41 with the 
introduction of the Bentley R-type/long- 
boot Dawn. The much lighter Bentley 
Continental was fitted with a higher 
ratio of 13/40, whilst more recently a 


crownwheel and pinion set with a still 
higher ratio of 14/41, is being fitted by 
some enthusiasts. Lex Lynch described 
how he has ‘bitten the bullet’ and just 
fitted a crownwheel and pinion set of this 
highest ratio. Not normally recommended 
for an early 4.25 litre Bentley, although 
desirable in terms of lower engine speeds 
and fuel economy if your car will handle 
such. For example: Comparing these four 
ratios the relevant engine speeds for a 
Mk V\I/short-boot Dawn traveling at 66 
mph (110 kph), are 3000, 2750, 2477 and 
2357 respectively. Choosing this highest 
differential ratio results in the first gear 
ratio rising two-thirds of the way towards 
the old second gear ratio, and the new 
third gear would be close to the old top 
gear. I drove Lex’s car on a short hilly 
route and didn’t detect any concerns, but 
I would not want to follow suit on Helga 
without further consideration/experience. 
For example, the Dawn and MkVI have 
different torque-rpm characteristics. 
However, having also driven Larry 
Lim’s high geared, low revving, Bentley 
Continental on the 3100 mile (5000 km) 
2002 Sundowner Overlander to W.A., I 
became convinced that Helga, and her 
‘minders’, would be much happier on 
such long, fast, daily runs with higher 
gearing. The question is, how high? 


Register Social Weekend in 2005. 
Members at Beechworth agreed on the 
value and fun of getting together with our 
Register models and the same weekend 
was chosen for Dawn Patrol III, viz: 
September 30 to October 3, 2005. South 
Australia and Queensland Branches were 
approached, but both confirmed that there 
were insufficient active Register members 
to accept responsibility for such an event, 
so it is back to NSW to select the venue 
and program. Mark your diaries now and 
watch Praeclarum for details. 


Future Events. All Register members are 

encouraged to book for a Register dinner 

at the Federal Rally on Wednesday 30 

March and a Technical day on Friday 1 
April. 

Good Motoring, 

Lloyd Missen, Registrar 

loydshirleyM@bigpond.com 

67 Rembrandt Drive, 

Middle Cove, 2068. 

Ph/Fax (02) 9958 2831. 
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Derby Phantom Register 


At the forthcoming Canberra 
Federal Rally the Derby Phantom 
Register will be holding a Dinner for 
all Derby Phantom Members and any 
body else who would like to attend. The 
Dinner will be a low key and low cost 
event at a restaurant or pub near Rally 
Headquarters where we can all meet up 
and talk Phantom Talk. Thursday evening 
March 31 is the date, so make sure you 
put it in your diary as something you will 
be doing during the Rally. 


After the Rally the Derby 
Phantom Register will conduct a post- 
rally tour from Canberra to Sydney via 
Batemans Bay and back up the coast 
so we can terminate at a point south of 
Sydney. We will leave Canberra after the 
Farewell Breakfast on Monday morning 
and spend three nights on the road so 
that on Thursday morning Members can 
make their way home or for Interstate 
Members, organise getting themselves 
and their cars home. It will be a relaxed 
three days with plenty to see and do, plus 
a bit of good Phantom driving. Of course, 
as with all Register events we invite any 
Member with any car to come with us so 
we can convince them to buy a Phantom. 


The Federal Rally in Canberra 
will be a great event. The ACT Branch 
has been hard at work planning this event 
for a number of years. With the calibre of 
people on their committee it is a certainty 
that it will be a great event. 


Mick Rust 

Derby Phantom Registrar 
mirust@iinet.net.au 
Mobile: 0418 915 356 
Fax: (08) 9379 1261 
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Silver Ghost Register 


On 11 October a nine page newsletter 
1/2004 was posted to the Ghost Owners. 
Included was a request for data to 
complete our car detail records as well as 
notes on oils etc. Ifthe Post Office failed 
to deliver your copy, please call or email 
me for a copy. 


Coming Events: 


Annual Dinner: The Ghost Register 
Annual Dinner will be held in Canberra 
on Thursday, 31 March, 2005 during the 
Federal Rally. Technical Sessions will 
also take place. 


The Rally Organisers have asked us to 
provide Ghosts on Friday and Sunday 
mornings for Dawn Patrols (7 - 9.00 am). 
Could you please let me know if your 
Ghost will be available and advise how 
many passengers you can take? 


Silver Ghost Association Winter Fling: 
Always a nice get together with Technical 
Sessions, 26-30 January 2005 in Tampa, 
St. Petersburg, USA. 


2006: The organisers of the RROC 
Federal Rally in 2006 have suggested we 
attach a Wholly Ghost Feeder Rally to the 
2006 Federal Rally planned to take place 


As Silver Ghosts are being called to the 
starting lines of future rallies in Australia 
and overseas, the line-up below in Sydney 
on the way to the 2004 PRECLARVM 
Rally is a wonderful reminder of the 
Centenary Year and how impressive these 
cars are on rallies. Photograph by Anthony 
Van der Vliet. 
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in Orange, an event which will celebrate 
the 50 year Anniversary of our Club and 
the 100th Anniversary of the 40/50 HP. 
This Tour is proposed to commence in 
Melbourne on or about 26 March, 2006, 
ending in Orange 6-10 April thence to 
Sydney for cars requiring export. I would 
appreciate your input on this proposal. 


2007: This will be an exciting overseas 
Touring year for Ghosts. Planning is 
proceeding for 3 back to back events: 


1-14 June, 100th Anniversary of the 
Scottish Reliability Trial. 


16-17 June, RREC Annual Rally. 


20 June - 10 July an Alpine Mountain tour 
of the French passes and valleys. 


Please register your interest in 2007 with 
me so that I can keep you informed. 


Happy Motoring 
Rex Vincent, Registrar 


rex. vincent(@consonic.com 


28 Copperleaf Place 
Castle Hill NSW, 2154 
Ph: (02) 9634 5052 
Mobile: 0411 689 972 
Fax: (02) 9674 6357 


Rolls-Royce and 

INTHE Bentley in the Rear- 
— View Mirror: a 
history of the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club 
of Australia, 

by David R. Neely. 
Published by The 

Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation, Australia, 2004. 581 p. 
Hardcover. ISBN 0-646-43481-1. Order 
from SHRF, c/o Jennie Wickham, 
Locked Bag 888, St. Kilda Road Central, 
Melbourne, Victoria 3004, Australia, $165 
+ $20 postage. Fax (03) 9529 4315. 


It’s funny how random seating at a dinner 
can lead to bigger things. At the final 
dinner of the 1994 Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia Federal Rally, held in 
Queensland, I was placed next to David 
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Neely. In minutes we realized our common 
interest and soon agreed to write a book 
on the history of Rolls-Royce in that 
country. Five years later our Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 

was published by the SHRF. Now the 
Foundation has published David’s history 
of the Australian club, done in the same 
sumptuous format as our joint volume. 

I have been close to the Australian club 
for many years so I’m not an impartial 
observer. And I am in awe of what my 
erstwhile collaborator has achieved 

with this monumental book. I make no 
apology for what can only be a review of 
praise, to the author and to the Australian 
Foundation. 

The pleasure starts instantly with 
a memorable dustjacket and then the 
handsomest title page I think I’ve ever 
seen. David continues with tributes to all 
28 of the club’s Honorary Life Members 
and then begins to weave the club’s story 
by showing the influence of the prewar 
‘old crocks’ rallies, veteran car clubs, and 
marque clubs that echoed developments 
in the old-car world in Britain. The 
RROCA was founded in 1956, making it 
the third oldest after the 20-Ghost Club 
(1949) and the RROC (1951). By 1969 
there were branches in all five states. Like 
the United States distance was a huge 
problem but gradually the annual Federal 
Rally (which rotated around the states), 
and a fine federal magazine ‘Praeclarum’, 
welded the club together. The club also 
took a leaf out of the RROC’s book 
by early insisting on chassis numbers 
for accurate communication and by 
publishing member and car lists. In 1977 
the club even attempted to take the lead 
for an international listing which gained 
support in the US but the RREC in Britain 
eschewed such lists then as now. 

Today the club has about 1,500 members 
and one of the incredible indexes in the 
book is a full listing of all people who 
have ever joined, showing the date they 
joined and the cars they had in the club. 
Two further indexes provide access to the 
cars by chassis and registration. No serious 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley aficionado- 
anywhere-would want to be without these 
resources. The one major hiccup early 
in the club’s life was the admission of 
Bentley owners as full members. It might 
seem strange now but this took years to 
resolve, unlike the smooth approach in the 


US. David includes not just the national 
history of the club but the development of 
all its branches. At both levels every annual 
award 1956-2002 is listed with names 

and cars, and all the major office bearers 
down the years, which must have been a 
Herculean task. No aspect of club life has 
been missed as David sought to highlight 
the contribution of so many dedicated 
people. 

It is far from dry reading. Humor is 
everywhere as the great characters the club 
has spawned come on stage once more. 
For me the legendary Terry D. O’R. Bruce 
must be king as he regaled us, and still 
does, with Sir Henry’s Turning Indicator 
Glove or poked fun at purists wanting 
original air in tires (not unlike Gehrbochs 
von Axelhausen in the RROC of old). 
Cartoons from Paul Rigby, for a while 
cartoonist on the New York Post, show 
the funny side of the driving tests that 
were once de rigueur. For older members 
this will be a wonderful evocation of 
their golden age in the club, for younger 
members it will be a revelation to see the 
relentless rise in standards from modest 
beginnings. For the RROC, which was 
such an influence on the Australian Club 
over many years, this book will be one 
it might want to emulate. The RROC of 
Australia is now almost fifty years old. 
David has stepped in early and given us a 
birthday present to remember. 

Tom Clarke 


The Goodwood 
Phantom Dawn of a 
New Era, by Malcolm 
Tucker. Published 

by Dalton Watson 
Fine Books, 2004. 
Hardcover, 280 mm 
square, 216 pages, many colour and black 
and white photographs, line drawings 

and design studies. ISBN 1-85443-210-9. 
Available from automotive book retailers 
(Pitstop Bookshop $159.95) or www. 
daltonwatson.com 


Eras fascinate me, particularly when people 
and events are grouped in interesting 
connections. So I was eager to read 

The Goodwood Phantom to find out 
Malcolm Tucker’s view of the new era of 
Rolls-Royce. I enjoyed Richard Feast’s 
Kidnap of the Flying Lady with, at times, 
its airport thriller style. But Malcolm 
Tucker has captured the new era of Rolls- 
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Royce magnificently, with insightful 
interpretations, a wealth of information, 
critical analysis and a splendid visual 
presentation. It presents the people and 
events since the German car manufacturer 
BMW acquired the rights to Roll-Royce in 
1998 and produced the Phantom. 

This book describes how the 
Project Rolls-Royce team members were 
recruited from all over the world, how 
the Phantom was developed, and how the 
purpose designed manufacturing plant 
on the Goodwood estate near Chichester, 
Sussex is a triumph in its own right. The 
Goodwood Plant, which is described and 
illustrated in superb detail here won an 
award from The Royal Institute of British 
Architects in 2004. The inclusion of 100EX 
in the chapter ‘A Tantalising Glimpse of 
Fantasy’ completes the picture and while 
it brings the reader right up to date, it 
already has more than ‘concept car’ interest 
as Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd have just 
announced that a new two-door convertible 
will be built. 

Malcolm Tucker presents 
an informative historical background, 
including that BMW’s very first car, the 
‘Dixi’, was a German-made version of 
the British Austin 7, built under licence. 
Maybach is also mentioned, and having 
viewed the Maybach and the Phantom at 
the recent Motor Show in Sydney, I agree 
with Malcolm Tucker’s comment that 
they are likely to attract very different 
customers. The rear seating of the 
Maybach is reminiscent of the first-class 
accommodation in a jet aircraft, while 
the rear seating of the Phantom is more 
intimate, as might be expected inside an 
immaculately furnished London apartment. 

Both Karl-Heinz Kalbfell, who 
headed Project Rolls-Royce and later 
became chairman and chief executive, 
and Tony Gott, former chairman and chief 
executive have since moved on. However, 
their contributions, along with others, to 
the new era of Rolls-Royce is fortunately 
documented in this excellent book, which 
rightfully belongs alongside other landmark 
publications on individual Rolls-Royce 
models. 

Part of the review from The 
Flying Lady sums it up for me, “One 
would have to have a hardened heart and 
a prejudiced mind to come away from this 
book not admiring the Phantom and what it 
represents in the history of Rolls-Royce”. 

Editor 


Bentley Motors - On The Road, by 
Bernard L. King, Dalton Watson Fine 
Books, 2003. 2 vols. in slipcase, 416 

+ 144 p., 667 illustrations. Hardcover. 
ISBN 1-85443-136-6. (Limited edition 
leather-bound sets). From automotive 
book retailers (Pitstop Bookshop $325) or 
www.daltonwatson.com 


Even if you are among the few who own 
originals of these 13 elusive promotional 
magazines published by Bentley Motors 
from 1935-39 for the 1933-39 Derby 
Bentley models, you’!l want this set 
because only it offers Vol. 2, aka The Key 
to Vol. 1. 

Vol. | is a true facsimile of the original 
32-page magazines, emulating even the old 
art paper, ink, and cover stock and even 
includes the various loose-leaf inserts. 
Since the formerly stand-alone magazines 
are now combined into one volume, the 
book has consecutive page numbering in 
addition to maintaining the original folios. 
In the absence of any original plates to 
print from, The Lavenham Press has-again- 
gone the complicated and expensive route 
of scanning pristine printed magazines 
and then manually corrected the ink dot 
orientation to avoid the dreaded moiré 
patterns that are an inevitable byproduct of 
this method. Done well, as is the case here, 
the re-reproduced photos have even better 
contrast and detail than the originals! 

Similar to the quarterly Rolls-Royce 
Bulletin (1919-58) but much more discrete 
in terms of “hawking product,” these 
publications were what one would now 
call a “lifestyle” magazine. What little 
writing there is consists of one feature 
article per magazine, usually some sort of 
travelogue or racing story, often-but not 
always-involving a Bentley. Mostly there 
are photos, mostly of Bentleys, “out and 
about” in all corners of the globe. Here’s 
the rub-none of the cars were identified or 
even described in any way. Worse, their 


identities were intentionally often obscured 
by retouched registration numbers as well 
as the addition/deletion of accessories! 

Enter Vol. 2. Who better than self- 
proclaimed listologist Bernard King (he 
of the indispensable Complete Classics) 
to take a crack at identifying the cars, the 
people, the locations, even the occasional 
airplane (King’s other hobby). All but 15 
of the 125 Bentleys shown give up their 
secrets-and the world is a better place for 
it. Their vitals are presented in the form of 
multiple indeces (chassis #, reg. #, etc.). 
In addition there are reams of notes and 
comments and a superb “Early Bentley 
History” which-for once-is spot on in tone 
and nuance in the matter of RR’s 1931 
takeover of Bentley. 

Vol. 2 is a truly remarkable piece of 
work! As Bernard himself likes to exclaim: 


“Halcyon Days!” 
The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


In the Beginning 
- The Manchester 
Origins of Rolls- 
Royce, by Michael 
H. Evans, Rolls- 
Royce Heritage 
Trust, 2nd ed., 2004. 
385 p., 212 photos. 
Softcover. ISBN 
1-872922-27-9. 
(Pitstop Bookshop $74.95 by order) 


In recent years the hardest thing for 

the studious RR historian is to unlearn 
some of the old and internalize the new. 
Newly discovered facts have led to a re- 
interpretation of the canon and added a 
plethora of micro detail. (Surely therein lies 
a new book itself!) From the fundamental 
(cf., the location of the true first workshop, 
the true identity of the 3rd Royce car) 

to the subtle (cf., the story behind “the 
meeting,” early marketing strategies), 
arguments that one could once settle with 
conviction nowadays send one scurrying to 
“look it up” again and double-check. 

Now, with this 2nd edition, Evans is 
able to say that we can finally understand 
the early days with “surprising clarity.” 
Much of what he once knew to be true of 
the Hulme days has since been revised 
and amended. The Ist edition in 1984 had 
already materially advanced our knowledge 
of the Cooke Street activities, based on 
then-new discoveries of original floor 
plans and correspondence about early 
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engine testing in Blake Street. This topic 
had never been researched in such depth 
and recorded until then. The new edition, 


able to draw on new research on several 
fronts and by several people, paints what is 
surely the definitive picture to date. Given 
the author’s long association with the 
Company as custodian of its history, this 
is the most context-rich and RR-relevant 
treatment of the subject 

This new edition doubles the size of 
the Ist and, in this the centenary year, 
provides a magnificent tribute to the 
pioneers and workers in those epic years. 
Written in an easy, conversational style; 
thoroughly illustrated and appended (incl. 
a reproduction of the official agreements of 
1906 and a list of Cooke Street employees). 
This is a book you’ll want to pick up often. 
In view of the introductory paragraph, the 
reader who wants to get it right will sorely 


miss an index! 
The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


The DNA of Bentley. Rich Heritage, 
Challenging Future, by Richard Feast. 
(Pitstop Bookshop $49.95) 


The Forgotten Engine — A manual of 
maintenance and overhaul procedures 
for the Rolls-Royce Phantom HI V12 
engine, by Stephe Boddice, privately 
published in a Limited Edition of 

600 numbered copies. Hard-backed, 
perfect-bound cover with dust jacket. 
146 pages. Over 120 colour photographs 
of components, step-by-step instructions 
for each procedure, appendices covering 
specifications, factory modifications 
and thread tables. How to order: Stephe 
Boddice, Tel: +44-(0)1562-700225, or 
mail@boddice.co.uk. Cost £45 + p & p. 
(website www.boddice.co.uk) 
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Editor, 


In the late 1950’s Ron Grant, his son, 
myself and a friend were on our way to 
Melbourne for an Albert Park Grand Prix 
in 38EM. Just out of Yass, at the Boorawa 
turnoff, Ron had the sun in his eyes and 
mistook that turn off for the old Hume 
Highway. The Ghost skidded on the gravel 
and we rolled over several times, the body 
coming off the chassis. It was a miracle we 
weren’t all killed, I suffered the most being 
propelled posterior first thru’ a rear plate 
glass window.!!! 


Best wishes, 
Paul Samuels 


Editor, 
Barker Riviera vs Scaphandrier 


Laurie Ogle asks in the October 

issue, p.4391, what my letter meant 

by Scaphandrier. His Barker Riviera 
Ghost is essentially this type. Where the 
French name came from I don’t know. 


1923 Silver Ghost, 38EM, a Park Ward 
V-screen saloon, was restored by the time 
of the Palfreyman auction in 1969 and is 
currently owned by Peter Craufora. 


It’s officially in French a ‘cab-cabriolet’ 
but Kellner used the Scaphandrier 

name, probably after the first person to 
commission it, and perhaps others did 

too. Here’s a Labourdette example though 
called a cab-cabriolet. As you’d expect, the 
French did it more stylishly. 


Best wishes, 
Tom Clarke, U.K. 


, 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


PRACLARVM 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B190HR) Maroon and 
Black with champagne interior. 8,000 miles since 
full restoration in 1980, 118,00 original miles. 
Complete tool kit. $37,000 ono. Alex Brown 02- 
9743-3121 or 02-9614-2019 


1960 Silver Cloud IT (STB338) Black with beige 
leather. Collectors item. Genuine 31,800 miles. 
Rare immaculate original vehicle. Amazing 
patina. Complete tool set and records. $99,000. 
Colin Veerman. 07- 3844-9555 or 0414-844-555 


aueST Ts. Ps 


1963 Silver Cloud II] (SEV387) Very well 
presented in Magnolia with tan upholstery and 
maroon lambswool rugs. $55,000 ono. David 
Neely 02-9747-2973 


1969 Bentley T (SBH7104) Shell Grey with red 
hide and Mushroom Ambla headling. 68,000 
miles. Full history including Company build 
data. Considerable work over last 4 years. 6 stack 
CD player. $35,000 with a discount to a Club 
Member. David Cornish 03-5762-5342 


1965 Bentley S3 (B344HN) Last of series, full 
spec (factory air, electric windows and aerial), 
Kellow-Falkiner delivered example refinished 
in original Dawn Blue with rare Off—White hide. 
Original handbook and tools. Cars of this spec 
very rarely hit the market. May consider trade-in. 
$72,500 David Ekberg 03-9533-8883 (24 hr) or 
0402 040219 


VC AIPS . 
1966 Silver Shadow (CRH 1344) Mulliner Park 
Ward 2 door Saloon, Regal Red. First owner film 
star Peter Sellers. Present owner 16 years. Very 
carefully maintained. Concours winner RROC 
of SA. $47,500. Bryan Price 08-8379-8036 
pricey@adam.com.au 


1971 Corniche Convertible (DRH11702), Ivory 
with magnolia upholstery and hood. Maintained 
to original specifications and in excellent 
condition. Upholstery, orig. hood and carpet only 
5 years old. Registration until 2/2005. 126,000 
miles. $72,000. Mike Weber 02-9492-5603 or 
0414-250-399. 
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1976 Silver Shadow (SRH26364) Conditio 
good, very low mileage. $23,000 Derek Davis 
07-2829-6116 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited to optimise 
use of available space and to conform to a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. 
For photo return, please include stamped addressed envelope. DEALERS: Parties deal- 
ing in motor cars must, where required by law, quote their dealer’s licence number and 


comply with all other statutory requirements relating to their advertising. COST: Ads are 
free to non-trade members. Non-members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non-com- 
mercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at commercial rates. Photographs included 
free of charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) for others. Where applicable, 
cheques made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany advertising copy. Send 
ads to the Editor at: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 


Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 


1974 Silver Shadow (LRH19503) long wheel 
base, Athenian Blue with beige leather. Originally 


Adelaide delivered, excellent — condition 


throughout, regularly serviced, fitted with Fuelstar 
catalyst and remote locking and immobiliser, 
Currently on historic registration. $39,000. Oliver 
Corfe 08-8370-9056 


1974 Corniche Convertible (DRH17099) 
Gold with magnolia upholstery and black hood. 
Immaculate bodywork, hood and _ interior. 
Meticulously maintained in superb mechanical 
condition for the past 15 years by Bob Chapman. 
97,000 miles. $76,000. John Baldwin 03-9735- 
1946 or 0412-099-644. 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASG15505) Tudor Red, bone 
interior. Australian delivery. Full sheepskin seat 
covers. Same owner last 12 years. 69,000 km. 
Registered to 1/05. A superb car in excellent 
condition throughout with Log Book. $65,000. 
R. Meillear 07-3264-6317 or FAX 07-3264-6216 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASH21142) White with 
tan leather and brown trim. ‘BYRNSY’ drives 
beautifully, immaculate condition, 104,000 km. 
Only for sale due to ill health. Offers to Peter 
Byrne Jnr 0414-856-966 or 02-9387-5568 


1997 Bentley Turbo RL (BRV59094) Midnight 
blue with magnolia hides. 49,000 kms. This 
is a unique car with leather headliner, cocktail 
sets behind the rear seats and picnic tables. In 
concours condition and a first place show winner. 
Perfect in every respect, $185,000. Richard 
Erskine 08-9336-2819 
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Display Advertising 


Size per Issue 


Full Page 


Half Page 
Quarter Page 


Business Card 


6-04 4429 


Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts Wanted 

Wheel rims or complete wheels to suit Silver 
Ghost, 21” flat base. Also front gear box 
mounting part No. F2734. Stan Nash 07- 


5530-2826 BENTLEY 


Original Rolls-Royce square-headed bolts 
required for frame castings for Silver 
Ghost restoration. One or a hundred! Ghost 
carburettor air valve assembly or parts. 
Ian Irwin, Ph/Fax 02-6227-5709 or email: 
keadvmore@ozemail.com.au 


Literature For Sale 

1923 and 1924 original large-format Silver 
Ghost Sales Catalogues. These are rare items. 1929 Phantom II (111WJ) 7-passenger tourer. 
They are not mint copies but are in very good Recent full restoration, Auster rear screen, rear 
condition for their age. They are complete trunk, full weather equipment. $120,000 

with all original tipped-in colour body designs Bri an Anderson , 

etc. I had purchased these thinking I might — == = 
use parts in my Ghost books, but space did : ; <i . 
not permit. They are the only two I have ever eee ae =< lid hid tor 
seen in Australia. $750 each incl. reg. post. ‘ ' Dy thd ; SP 
Jan Irwin Ph/Fax 02-6227-5709 or email: ;> : 
keadymore@ozemail.com.au 


PRACLARVM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular issue to 
complete your collection please let us know 
and we will see if it is available. $5.00 per 
copy. Please contact David Vann 07-3865- 
3287 or fax 07-3865-4822 


Regular Maintenance is the key to continued safety, Reliability and Economy in any vehicle, but when that vehicle is a Bentley or Rolls-Rpyce 
the stakes are higher. A full service history, documented by your Authorised Bentley / Rolls-Royce dealer helps to enhance the value of your 


vehicle and protect the integrity of your investment. Our advanced technical training, specialist tools and customised diagnostic systems cou- 
pled with years of knowledge and experience make a world of difference when it comes to the maintenance and repair of your vehicle. 


Victorian Avon Tyres Rolls-Royce club members Quality pre-owned Rolls- Authorised coachworks - no 


Distributor - Trade price on all receive 20% off regular Royce & Bentley's Motor Cars, | job is too big or too small for 
tyres for ce mibiibers: retail labour rate visit our showroom or view our trained specialists 
V4 4 ED EWE online: lancedixon.com.au Obligation Free Quotes 
aE CALL ALFRED: CALL IAIN: 


PLEASE CALL TONY: 9848 9000 


LANCE DIXON BENTLEY 
AUTHORISED SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS & AUTOBODY 


9848 9000 9848 9000 


565 Doncaster Road, Doncaster P: 9848 9000 
www.lancedixonbentley.com.au BENTLEY 
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Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 


—— 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we ll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 

... as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


Hispano Suiza - 
Concours Winner 


; “RY 3 ore, i. 


1936 PHI 
Aerodynamic Coupe 


F Spare tire 
1937 Type 4 canister 


: 57 Bugatti 1 a, @ > >—. 


- 


1932 Figoni- 
Falaschi Saloon 


Mercedes 


—— 
=. 
1932 Lincoin 


ie 1932 _ 
Lagonda “ Fs : Henley © 
8) « 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Bentleys 
and Rolls 
Royce 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
e eliminates the lengthy cleaning process LMARR DISK LTD. 

: ; 
helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 20. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95 Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 


* comes with everything needed for installation Tel. (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, _—_- E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 
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YOU DIDN’T COMPROMISE ON THE CAR... 
WHY COMPROMISE ON THE BODYSHOP? 


le ‘| . , AK Te : 


Only the Craftsmen at Bentley Sydney have the 


skill, experience and uncompromising standards 

to restore your prestige vehicle to mint condition. 
Our coachwork division, incorporating our leather 
trim and woodworkshops, can satisfy all your 
needs from insurance work and standard repairs 
to total vehicle restoration. The quality of our 
workmanship is backed by a 3 year warranty. 


For further details on the range of bodywork and 


coachwork services we can provide, BENTLEY SYDNEY 
Soe i bowall, 19 - 27 Regatta Road, Canada Bay, 2046 


Workshop inspections invited Tel: 02 9744 5111 BENTLEY 
Finance Packages Available www.bentleysydney.com MD 17855 


Need to rent a car in 
Australia, England or America 


Call 1300 367 227 or click www.thrifty.com.au 
and quote your Member Discount Number 4908002116 


“Standard Terms and Conditions apply 


SPECIAL 
INSURANCE — 
FOR SPECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 


Ml Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive i No biame = No excess 
the full sum it is insured for. MH Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
M@ You have the option to choose your own repairer W@ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


HM In the event of total loss you will have automatic re- ll Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 
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FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www-.shannons.com.au 
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SSRN Eectist rewroom pales 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage. we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 
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